Mt. Gretna Campmeeting News
Summer Edition 2021

Letter from the President
That noisy addition to the Campmeeting has
come and gone. Yes, Brood X arrived in great
numbers, stayed for a few weeks, and now their
new life cycle begins. It has been 17-years since
their last visit, and more than a few Members
enjoyed their song.
The 17 year Cicadas—Brood X—emerged,
and Pennsylvania agriculture officials said, “Let
them do their thing.” In fact, there are positive
effects from their visit with us. Cicadas prune
mature trees, they aerate the soil, and the bird
population in our area thrived—they provided a
food source to nearly everything with an insect
diet.
It is time to focus on the positive things
around us. Our friends and families are returning
to Mt. Gretna, our programming is making a
comeback, and our volunteers are thriving! Just
look around at the improvements, energy, and
smiling faces on our neighbors and friends.
As Brood X leaves, our plants will be
healthier. They are an awesome, natural fertilizer
too. They are a symbol of rebirth, spiritual
realization, and immortality. What better guests
to have had this season as we too emerged from a
similar 17-months of isolation?
The Cicadas’ song also caused us to look up
toward the tree canopy. Many of you do not
regularly do this. After all, there is so much
happening on the ground! Conversations at the
Library, singing voices at the Tabernacle, laughter
at Heritage Park, and fellowship from porch to
porch—this is what we hold so dear. But this
season, remember to look up and be reminded
how different our landscape would look without
our tree canopy. Our trees and their health are
critical to the landscape and the environment of
Campmeeting.
Indeed, maintaining tree health and removing
diseased and/or fallen trees is a costly line item in
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your annual assessment. Efforts also continue to
plant trees; however, that happens after the
aforementioned items are secured each season.
But you can directly help this effort by donating
mature, native trees. Beyond the Memorial tree
efforts, Doug Cheyney, owner of Cheyney
Property Maintenance has willingly offered to
work with Members who would like to purchase
and donate a tree. He is willing to share his
professional discount to purchase native species
from a local nursery. In turn, MGCA will pay
him, or a member of his maintenance crew, to
plant the tree on your behalf. Unlike the
Memorial Tree Program, there will be no signage
to maintain. But you will have a direct hand in
preserving our tree canopy and ensuring its
existence for future generations to enjoy. So, if
this is of interest to you, please let me know by
emailing me at
president@mtgretnacampmeeting.org.
“In Wildness is the preservation of the world.” -Thoreau
I hope you took a moment for the Cicadas to
remind you of the wonder of nature and rebirth.
The Summer season is upon us—be safe, be
healthy, and enjoy one another.
See you on the porch!
Kevin Burd
President, MGCA Board of Managers
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Annual Membership Meeting,
Election, and Picnic

MGCA Candidates for the Board of
Managers

The 2021 MGCA Annual Membership
Meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, July
31. Out of an abundance of caution, this year’s
meeting will again be held via ZOOM™ webinar,
which will allow for Member comments and
questions. A ZOOM™ registration link was sent
to all Members who have an email address on file
with the MGCA office.
There are four Board of Managers positions
to be filled for the three-year term starting in
January 2022. The associated election would
normally take place at an in-person Annual
Meeting, but will instead be conducted entirely via
mail-in ballot. It will not be possible to vote
during the Annual Meeting.
A mail-in ballot and stamped, pre-addressed
return envelope will be sent to all Members by
July 5. Please read and follow all instructions
included with your ballot. Completed ballots must
be received in the MGCA Post Office Box by
Friday, July 30, 2021. Ballots will be counted at
the Tabernacle at 9:00 a.m. on July 31. Election
results will be announced that afternoon at the
Annual Membership Meeting.
Five candidates are running for the four
available positions, and information on all of the
candidates is included below and is also available
on the MGCA website, posted on community
bulletin boards, and is included with your ballot.
Ballots include space to vote for a write-in
candidate (or candidates) not listed on the ballot.
There will be no picnic held in conjunction
with this year’s Membership Meeting, though we
continue to evaluate the possibility of holding a
community-wide social event of some type later
this summer. We are optimistic that circumstances
will normalize sufficiently to allow us to resume
our regular in-person Annual Membership
Meeting and picnic next year.
Esther Mefferd
Chair, Nominations Committee

Carmen Bianco, 611 1st Street
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My wife and I are part-time residents, and
when she introduced me to the Campmeeting I
loved it immediately. Joining this community has
been a wonderful experience. All of us make our
community special, and I’d like to do my part to
contribute as a member of the Board.
I would bring years of leadership experience.
As president of New York City Transit, I was
responsible for the safe transportation of 8.2
million daily customers – a complicated, but
highly gratifying challenge. I’ve dedicated my
career to public service and representing our
community on the Board would be an honor.

Joe Lamont (Incumbent), 11 Batdorf
Avenue
• For more than 25 years used managerial skills
in roles ranging from supervision through middle
management to senior management in technology
firms selling and delivering software and network
services.
• Experience overseeing real estate projects
including two sales offices and four executive
presentation centers.
• Volunteer leadership in the business aspects
of building of a new church.
• Living full time and raising a family in the
Campmeeting July 1977, starting at 211 Second
Street, and at 11 Batdorf Avenue since then.
• On the B&G committee and the water tower
project.
• Hands-on construction experience during
university breaks.
• Volunteer leadership roles in church
organizations.

George Leyh, 310 6th Street
I am a 10-year summer resident.
Due to the fact that my PhD dissertation was
on Ocean Grove Campmeeting, I believe I have
an in-depth understanding of the historical and
cultural meaning of Campmeetings. As a high
school History Teacher and Colonel in the Army
Reserves, having served in Vietnam and Desert
Storm, I used the skills of communication,
research, team building and dealing with people.
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I am a docent at our Historical Society, a
theatre usher and I serve on the Mount Joy
Zoning Hearing Board. I recently was appointed
to the new zoning sub-committee of the BOM.

Hal Myers, 701 2nd Street
I am a retired airline pilot, full-time
Campmeeting resident, currently chair the Policy
& Procedures Committee, and am involved in
MGCA communications. I have done extensive
union communications work and believe it is
important for the Board of Managers to
communicate openly and regularly with Members.
I believe the Board should have a long-range plan
for our community and take steps necessary to
fund and execute that plan. Every Board member
should strive to act in the collective best interests
of all Members (full-time and part-time alike) and
I support periodic surveys to help determine our
Members’ wishes. Questions?
hmmyers@verizon.net

Katcha Neale, 502 6th Street
Katcha Neale spent 18 years homeschooling
her sons in addition to running a small farm and
hosting farm stays. She and her family maintain a
historic property which includes two stone houses
and a grist mill, all built in the 1770’s. They
steward 39 acres of woods, wetlands and pastures
with an eye to the future. Katcha currently serves
on the following committees in Campmeeting:
Policy & Procedures, Buildings & Grounds, and
Tree Maintenance. Katcha looks forward to
leveraging her experience and passions to work
constructively as a board member in service to the
Campmeeting community.

Election Board
The MGCA Election Board is responsible to
ensure that elections for MGCA Managers are
conducted fairly and accurately. Per the MGCA
By-Laws, the Election Board consists of a
Manager who acts as Judge and two Members
who act as Inspectors. A request for volunteers
for the Inspector positions was put out during the
June Board of Managers meeting and in the
emailed election announcement, and since there
were more volunteers than positions, three
volunteers were chosen randomly to fill the
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positions. The Election Board for the 2021
election consists of:
 Pat Wilmsen, Judge
 Ron Hontz, Inspector
 Christine Slotznick, Inspector
 Deb Griffith, Alternate Inspector

Mt. Gretna Outdoor Art Show ▪ MGCA
Member Ticket Pick-Up
The Mt. Gretna Outdoor Art Show is once
again providing two tickets per MGCA Member
as a thank you for our community support of the
Art Show. Tickets will be available for pick-up on
the following dates/times at 201 Sixth Street
(Lazy Dog Cottage, southeast corner of Sixth
Street & Otterbein Avenue). Access the porch
from the steps on Otterbein Avenue.
Friday
July 2
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Saturday
July 3
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Monday
July 5
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Saturday
July 10
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Saturday
July 17
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Saturday
July 24
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Saturday
July 31
9-11 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.
Additional “pop-up” dates/times may be
posted on Mt. Gretna social media sites.
If these times don’t fit your schedule, contact
Kevin Burd at president
@mtgretnacampmeeting.com to make
arrangements or mail a self-addressed stamped
envelope to the MGCA office to have your tickets
mailed to you.
The Campmeeting does not receive additional
Art Show tickets to sell. If you would like to
purchase additional tickets, they will be available
online in August at www.mtgretnaarts.com, or at
the gate on event days. The Art Show will be
held on August 21 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
August 22 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Volunteer
positions may still be available; if you would like
to volunteer, please call the Art Show office at
(717) 964-3270.
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Summer Events in the Campmeeting
Mount Gretna Events
The Mount Gretna website (mtgretna.com)
serves as a clearinghouse for a wide range of
things to do, places to eat, and places to stay in
Mount Gretna. It includes a searchable monthly
calendar of events and an extensive list of local
businesses, including hours of operation and
website.

Quoits in Campmeeting
The Campmeeting has its own quoit court; it’s
the covered structure next to Rt. 117 between 7th
and 8th Streets. And while there’s no longer a
formal quoiting club, a number of Mt. Gretna
community members meet at 9 on Saturday
mornings to play the game. Everyone is welcome,
whether experienced or novice. For more
information on quoits in the Campmeeting, or if
you’d like to give it a try, contact Larry Bowman
at BowmanL322@comcast.net.

Mt. Gretna Community Library
Welcome to summer 2021 at the Library! We
are so happy to be back open and are ready to
welcome you! Please stop by to see our
improvements and enjoy a cup of coffee on our
patio furnished with Adirondack chairs or on our
comfortable front porch. Inside we have more
shelves than ever and lots of new children's
books.
New titles are arriving daily and will be
available in July for checkout. Meanwhile, keep an
eye on our signs and our Facebook page for
announcements about special events and
upcoming book reviews.
Library Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 10 a.m. to
noon;
Wednesday 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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2021 Heritage Festival, an MGCASponsored Event Series – Music Under
the Trees
Upcoming Performances:
July 03 – Colebrook Road
Colebrook Road is excited to be returning to
the Tabernacle this summer to entertain us with
their unique style.
This Harrisburg, PA outfit has a real synergy,
both vocally and instrumentally, between its five
talented and consistently complimentary
members, an abundance of exciting original
material, and a refreshing contemporary grass
sound that stays very much in the traditional
bluegrass mode.
Guitarist, lead vocalist, and main songwriter
Jesse Eisenbise lends his great vocal range and
racing guitar picking to each song, while banjoist,
dobroist, and bass vocalist Mark Rast hammers
out blinding right-hand rhythms blended with just
enough left-hand virtuosity. Mandolinist Wade
Yankey’s gargantuan rhythm chop and inventive
breaks play off of fiddler and baritone vocalist Joe
McAnulty’s searing, syncopated fiddle work.
Bassist and tenor vocalist Jeff Campbell holds
down the bottom end with a notably percussive
drive.

August 07 – Don Johnson
Albert King, Buddy Guy, BB King and Jimi
Hendrix have influenced Don Johnson’s musical
style. He has played in many bands over the years
including “The Don Johnson Project,” which
participated in the 2008 and 2009 International

P.O. Box 428, Mt. Gretna, PA 17064

www.mtgretnacampmeeting.com

Summer Events in the Campmeeting
Blues Challenge in Memphis, Tennessee. Don
also performed with “The Playboys,” a Virginiabased band and several other local bands
including “Rupa Dupa” and “B Block Blues.” He
has been playing guitar since the age of six and
has been entertaining for nearly 50 years.
Born in Virginia, he now resides in the
Harrisburg area, and can often be found jamming
at the Blues Society of Central Pennsylvania’s
weekly gathering. In 2008, his soulful vocals and
creative guitar stylings were featured in the
original blues musical, “The Tear Jar.”

August 14 – Angry Young Band: The Billy
Joel Tribute
Angry Young Band: The Billy Joel Tribute
recreates the energy and intimacy of Billy’s classic
touring band. The group performs careerspanning smash hits and fan favorites, drawing
from every album from 1971’s Cold Spring
Harbor to 1993’s River of Dreams. Based in
Philadelphia, the city helped put Joel on the map
when a live performance of Captain Jack became
the most-requested song on radio station
WMMR. The lineup includes lifelong Billy Joel
fans Matt DiMarino and Jack Firneno on piano
and drums, respectively, along with Matt Frankl
on guitar, bassist David Trum, Colin Taber on
guitar and keyboards, and backup vocalist and
percussionist Alexis Parente. Over the past year,
they have played in the Lehigh Valley, where Joel
toured heavily early in his career.

2021 Bible Festival, a Tabernacle
Association-Sponsored Event Series –
Christian Spiritual Renewal in a
Unique Victorian Setting
Sunday Evening Worship Services &
Concerts – 7 p.m. at the MGCA
Tabernacle
Please join us; there will be a freewill offering.
Most programs will be simulcast on the Bible
Festival’s website and on Facebook:
[MtGretnaTabernacle].

July 11

July 18

July 25
August 1

Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church
Online ZOOM™ church services, Prayer
ZOOM™, and other meetings continue virtually.
Contact the church for further information at
mgumc@verizon.net or 717-964-3241. Follow
their Facebook page [Mount Gretna United
Methodist Church] for up-to-date information.
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Darryl Strawberry, former Major
League Baseball player, will be
welcomed to Mt. Gretna
Campmeeting. Darryl’s passion is
serving the Lord Jesus Christ by
speaking a message of hope and
helping others to transform their lives
through the power of the gospel. The
presentation will be simulcast to
additional locations. Music starts at
6:30 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Stephen McKinney-Whitaker
from Derry Presbyterian Church,
Hershey, PA. will speak. “Checking
our Blind Spots,” text from Mark
10:46-52.
Alden Keynotes Chorus, led by
Darrell Woomer—voices from Alden
Place.
Lancaster British Band, under the
direction of Dr. Stephen Arthur Allen.
Twenty-eight instrumentalists from
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and
New Jersey play brass, winds and
percussion instruments. They are
accomplished, professional
performers and teachers.
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Summer Events in the Campmeeting
August 4
August 8

August 15

August 22

August 29

October 2

(Wednesday) Music of the Gaithers—
hymn sing led by Rev. Bob Kettering
and Dr. Rod Shearer.
National Christian Choir, directed by
Kathy Bowman, was founded in 1984.
The choir is called to glorify God
through a unique ministry of music
which draws people into a new and
deeper relationship with Him.
Men in Harmony, directed by Nathan
Minnich. Men in Harmony is an allvolunteer men’s chorus of 20+ voices.
Their musical repertoire includes
sacred, classical, gospel, spirituals,
hymn tunes, and patriotic songs.
Susquehanna Chorale—one of the
premier choral groups in the nation,
directed by Linda Teford, presents its
traditional late summer performance
at the Tabernacle
QuintEssentially Brass—a quintet
with engaging personalities and
sparkling instrumental performances
closes another Bible Festival summer
season.
Massed Choir – Composer Lloyd
Larson will direct local voices in a
joyous Sunday afternoon concert.
Sponsored by Losers Music and
Cornwall Manor.

Mt. Gretna Summer Concerts
Larry McKenna’s family-friendly Mt. Gretna
Summer Concerts have returned to the
Tabernacle! Larry and his talented performers
have rehearsed all of your favorite numbers for
the 2021 season. Performances are on Saturday
nights from 7:30 p.m. until 9 p.m., rain or shine.
Concerts are “pay-what-you-want” and all
contributions are appreciated.
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This concert series is sponsored by Your
Financial Community of PA, Inc. Mr. Gretna
Summer Concerts will comply with all federal,
state, and local guidance regarding COVID-19
precautions. Updated information will be posted
to the MGCA website Calendar of Events, as well
as the MTG Summer Calendar and
www.mtgretna.com.

Upcoming Performances:
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31
August 21
August 28

The Music of Cher
Parrothead Party: The Music of
Jimmy Buffet—wear your
Hawaiian shirts!
The Music of the Beatles
Broadway’s Greatest Hits
The Music of Carly Simon
The Music of Carole King

Mt. Gretna Area Historical Society –
Community Events
Go to the Historical Society’s website for
details on upcoming events. Please consider
becoming a member or volunteer; a one-year
membership is only $20. Also, looking for a
unique Mt. Gretna gift? Feel free to browse the
online store at www.mtgretnahistory.org/shop.

Mount Gretna Fire Department –
Station 38
Follow their Facebook page
[MtGretnaFireCompany] for up-to-date event
information.
Looking to volunteer? Contact 717-964-3511.
Reflective house number signs are still
available for purchase from the Fire Company.
Ensure that emergency personnel can find you
quickly. If interested, contact the Fire Company
for further details.
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Buildings and Grounds
MGCA Seeks ARP Funds
If you watch the news, you’ve surely heard of
the American Rescue Plan (ARP), the $1.9 trillion
economic stimulus bill signed into law last March
to speed up the country’s recovery from the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. What you
may not know is that the Campmeeting may be
eligible to receive some of that ARP funding.
A small group of MGCA members have been
reaching out to state and local representatives’
offices to explain why, as a historic community
that draws many visitors and contributes to the
local economy, the Campmeeting should receive
funds from the program. It is estimated that over
150,000 people visit Mt. Gretna each year, and the
Campmeeting Tabernacle’s religious and music
programs and cottage rentals are part of what
attracts visitors to the area.
We don’t know yet if we’ll receive any of
those ARP funds, but we’ll be sure to tell you if
we do. Keep your fingers crossed!

Tabernacle “Cassel Room”
Improvements
Violet Cassel was a talented and popular
organist who had a busy concert career. She was
also a full-time church organist and at one point
even had a 15-minute radio show (standard
format in the 1930’s) three times a week. It is
believed that she was introduced to Mt. Gretna
through a fellow organist who owned a cottage in
Chautauqua, but she subsequently purchased a
cottage in Campmeeting.
When she died in 1974, Ms. Cassel made
substantial - and largely unnoticed - contributions
to the Campmeeting community. The cottage she
owned at 600 Otterbein was donated in her will to
the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church and
now serves as the church parsonage. She also
bequeathed $2,000 (almost $11,000 in 2021
dollars) to the MGCA which, at its March 1975
meeting, the Board of Managers decided should
be used to make improvements to the room at the
back of the Tabernacle. Improvements were
completed by November 1975, and to recognize
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her contribution, the Board named the room
“The Violet Cassel Memorial Room.”
Unfortunately, over the years the room
gradually came to be used as a storage area and its
utility as a space usable by presenters, performers,
and couples who rented the tabernacle for
weddings was greatly diminished.
But now, thanks to some ambitious and
energetic volunteers, The Violet Cassel Room is
getting a makeover! MGCA Members Pat
Brosius, her husband John, and several others
worked for hours cleaning and organizing the
room and hanging new curtains in the windows.
MGCA Member Emily Johns is working to obtain
bids to make needed repairs. Improvements
under consideration include an upgrade of the
bathroom, addition of an air conditioner, and a
folding-chair storage area outside of the room to
create more usable space inside. These
improvements should make the Tabernacle a
more appealing venue for all events. No hard
timeline has been established, but any work would
likely start after the conclusion of the 2021
Tabernacle season.

Stormwater Management Project
Before our community was established, rain
that fell in the area that now comprises the
Campmeeting was readily absorbed by the forest
floor. As paved streets were installed and
permanent structures were introduced, there was
less and less exposed, pervious ground to absorb
that water.
Our forebears anticipated this and built a
series of shallow, east/west drainage ditches to
capture stormwater runoff and divert it to the
ditch along Pinch Road or into the stream that
runs west of 1st Street between the Campmeeting
and Mt. Gretna Heights. There is also evidence
of small ditches that ran along 1st Street and some
other north/south streets. The goal of capturing
and controlling this stormwater runoff was to
keep it from damaging roads, walkways, and
property.
Like other elements of our infrastructure, the
Campmeeting stormwater management system is
in need of some work. Over the years, some of
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Buildings and Grounds
the ditches have been paved over or have fallen
into disrepair, rendering them ineffective. As
noted above, failure to effectively manage
stormwater runoff can eventually result in damage
to roads, walkways, and property, so it’s
important that we address this issue.
An ad-hoc committee was created to study
stormwater management in the Campmeeting,
identify repairs that need to be made to the
existing system, and recommend any necessary
improvements. Kevin Skovira heads the
committee, and its members have reviewed videos
of stormwater drainage during heavy rainfall and
conducted a walk-through to examine points in
the system that may need work.
Funds to start work on this project were
included in the 2021 budget. The current plan is
to start in uphill areas (Bell, Matthew, and Mills
Avenues) and progress downhill as necessary.
Work will be completed as a series of small
projects over a period of several years to spread
the costs over time. We’ll update you on the
status of this project in future newsletters.

Saving the Hemlocks
One of the Tree Health & Maintenance
Committee’s roles is to ensure the health of
MGCA’s trees and the Campmeeting tree canopy.
One of our ongoing efforts is specifically related
to our hemlock trees and their predator, the
wooly adelgid.
Native to Asia, hemlock wooly adelgids
(HWAs) are invasive, aphid-like insects that attack
North American hemlocks. HWAs are very small
(1/16th inch) and often hard to see, but they can
be easily identified by the wooly masses (egg
sacks) they form on the underside of branches at
the base of the hemlock tree needles—the sacks
are white and resemble “snow.”
Juvenile HWAs, known as “crawlers,” search
for suitable sites on a host hemlock, usually at the
base of the needles. They insert their long
mouthparts into the shoots and feed on the tree’s
stored starches. HWAs remain in the same spot
for the rest of their lives, continually feeding and
developing into adults. Their feeding severely
damages the host tree by disrupting the flow of
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nutrients. An infestation results in declining tree
health and mortality within four to ten years.
This sounds bleak, but the MGCA has an
ongoing treatment program to combat this
invasive species. Hemlocks on MGCA property
are treated every other year. Hemlocks on private
property are not treated. The community is split
into two treatment areas to help reduce the
impact on your annual assessment. For example,
in 2020, hemlocks north of Boehm Avenue were
treated. In 2021, hemlocks south of Boehm
Avenue are scheduled for treatment.
It is important to note that the hemlock trees
are treated, not the HWAs themselves.
Treatment consists of application of a systemic
insecticide around the base or lower trunk of each
tree. The insecticide is absorbed by tree roots and
transported within the tree to the shoots and
needles. As the crawlers feed on the tree’s
nutrients, they die from ingesting the insecticide
and do not survive to reproduce. The white egg
sacks don’t disappear immediately, but wear away
over time. As mentioned, this is an ongoing
effort and the MGCA contracts with Houser’s
Plant Health Care, LLC for these treatments.
We understand the importance of the tree
canopy to each of you. As always, please be on
the lookout and report any tree issues you believe
should be brought to the attention of our
committee.
Pat Wilmsen,
Chair, Tree Health & Maintenance Committee
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Buildings and Grounds
Rhododendron Fungus

Many of the rhododendron plants in the
Campmeeting have the ovulina petal blight. It is
possible to treat for this fungus with a specific
fungicidal spray. The Campmeeting has sprayed
the rhododendrons on MGCA property, but not
on Member property.
If you are concerned about plants on your
property, feel free to reach out to the office – we
would be happy to share more information with
you and give you the name of the product we
used.

particulates) and required more filtration
than water from Well #3.
 Well #3 is our current source of water.
As part of the Campmeeting water supply
project, the Board had to decide to either properly
abandon Well #2 or have it tested to see if it
could serve as a backup and supplement to our
primary well. The Board felt that the prospect of
having an additional water source was worth the
cost of testing, and approved $3,000 funding from
the capital project fund for that purpose.
Testing started in late June, and entailed
pumping a large volume of water from Well #2
over a period of days. You may have seen the
water flowing from a white pipe into the ditch
along Pinch Road. After the years of disuse,
initial turbidity was high, but it has improved
significantly. The water will be tested for other
characteristics such as pH and the presence of
bacteria, nitrates, and other contaminants. It will
also be determined if, and how much, drawing
water from Well #2 affects the water level in Well
#3.
When testing is complete, we should know if
Well #2 can be brought back on line and included
in the plan for our water supply system. Look for
an update on Well #2 later this summer.

Culvert Project Update

Water Supply Update
If you’ve seen past communications on our
water supply, you may recall that the
Campmeeting owns three wells:
 Well #1 was decommissioned years ago
(the technical term is “properly
abandoned”).
 Well #2 was never properly abandoned
but has not been used in many years since
its water had greater turbidity (suspended

Summer 2021 Newsletter
Page 9

In the spring newsletter we reported that
design drawings and permit applications for our
culvert project had been submitted to the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
for review and approval, and that approval might
take as long as six to eight months. Good news!
Things moved more quickly than expected and
the DEP has already approved our plans!
Using those plans, our engineering firm
invited nine contractors to bid on the project and
three have agreed to submit bids. We should
receive those bids soon, and with things moving
quickly, we will need to decide when and how we
want to execute the project.
Starting sooner rather than later is probably
desirable, and it would be most cost effective to
do both culverts at the same time, since
equipment and crews could remain on site
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Buildings and Grounds
through the entire project. Funding for the
design and bidding phase of the project was
included in the 2021 budget. We have sufficient
funds for project execution, but the Board
continues to investigate availability of grants and
low-interest loans to defray or amortize the cost.
We’ll keep you informed as decisions are made
and this project progresses. You can find
additional information on the culvert project
under the “News and Information” tab on the
MGCA website.

Leaf Collection Ends/Green Waste
Pickup Continues
Leaf and pine needle collection has ended
until fall, but periodic curbside collection of green
waste will continue through the summer. As a
reminder:
 LEAVES - Includes leaves and pine
needles only.
 GREEN WASTE - Includes sticks,
branches, root balls from potted plants,
etc.
Members may dispose of leaves and green
waste in the designated locations behind the
garages at the north end of 1st Street, with their
regular trash, or if bagged, in the MGCA
dumpsters (no large branches in the dumpsters).
Always keep leaves and green waste free of
foreign objects and pet waste when placing it out
for curbside collection or disposing of it behind
the garages.

requirements for usage, including but not limited
to:
 Dumpsters are for disposal of Campmeeting
household waste only.
 All waste, except cardboard boxes, must be
bagged. Cardboard boxes should be recycled
if possible, but if placed in dumpsters must be
broken down and flattened (to consume less
space).
 No construction materials/waste, furniture, or
hazardous materials are allowed.
 All items must be placed inside - not beside the dumpster.
One final note: When disposing of trash,
please try to toss it as far as possible to the back
of the dumpster. This will prevent trash from
building up at the door and blocking access
before the dumpster is full, ensuring that its full
capacity can be used.

Dumpster Update
The two dumpsters located at the north end
of 1st Street were heavily used this past winter
and we expect heavy use to continue through the
summer months. The dumpsters are emptied
weekly, and the B&G Committee will monitor
their usage to determine if more frequent
emptying is warranted.
Dumpsters are for use by MGCA Members
and their guests/tenants only. When disposing of
waste in the dumpsters, please comply with all
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Archive Committee
Years ago, the MGCA maintained an office in
the area behind the stage at the Tabernacle. For
the past year, members of the Archive Committee
have been taking a weekly deep dive into that old
office space, where they’ve unearthed a treasure
trove of old MGCA documents. These
documents - some of which date back to the early
1900’s - range from property deeds and water
system maps to meeting minutes and maintenance
receipts.
Some of these long-lost documents are of
general historical interest, but others such as
property surveys and maps of our water and
sewer systems are relevant for a very practical
reason: they can serve as invaluable references as
we manage and maintain our community
infrastructure. Office manager Debby Erb has
spent many hours working with committee
members sorting, organizing, and scanning key
documents to make digitized versions available as
needed for reference.
A final determination on how these digital
copies will be organized and stored has not yet
been made, and at present the MGCA does not
have a suitable location to permanently store and
preserve the originals. Those are issues the
Archive Committee and Board will be addressing
in the future. If you see committee chair Don
Miller, committee members Carole Miller or
Barbara Myers, or office manager Debby Erb, be
sure to thank them for their work rescuing and
preserving these important pieces of
Campmeeting history!

From the Office of the Mt. Gretna
Campmeeting
Welcome new Members!
Jaeme Bogrette-Stankiewicz – 411 2nd Street
Miranda Kress – 401 Bell Avenue
Dave & Janelle Kuligowski – 309 8th Street
Kevin & Jacqueline Long – 609 6th Street
Tim & Lisa MacLean – 105 5th Street
Nathan & Anne Robinson – 702 4th Street
Jeff & Wendy Thompson – 207 Glossbrenner
Avenue
Greg Warhola – 208 6th Street

Office Hours, MGCA President
Because of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic, office hours are on-hold. If you have
questions, please contact Kevin Burd, MGCA
Board of Managers, President at
president@mtgretnacampmeeting.org. He will
address your questions, comments and/or
concerns.

Volunteers Invited
Community members are invited to volunteer
on committees of the MGCA Board of Managers.
Choose your area of expertise. Meet your
neighbors and make new friendships while
keeping the Campmeeting a wonderful place to
live. A full committee roster is located within this
newsletter. Contact the office (717-964-3040) for
more information—or to volunteer.

Board of Managers Meetings
The MGCA Board of Managers meets
monthly via Zoom™ on the third Tuesday of the
month. Members will receive an email invitation
(sent to the primary email address on file at the
MGCA office) to join these Zoom™ meetings.
Other individuals interested in attending should
request the meeting link from the office prior to
the meeting date. The recorded session is posted
to the MGCA website within 24 hours of the
Summer 2021 Newsletter
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meeting. The video is located within the “Board
of Managers” ribbon, by clicking on the “Board
Meeting Minutes” drop-down menu. Members
are encouraged to view these meetings and to
submit questions/comments to
office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org within ten days
of the video’s posting. All questions/comments
are addressed at the next Board meeting and
included with the official meeting record.
Meeting minutes are the official record for the
MGCA archives; the ZOOM™ video is deleted
once the minutes are approved by the Board.

Be Respectful of Quiet Hours
In accordance with MGCA Rules and
Regulations, quiet is to be maintained throughout
the Campmeeting from 10 p.m. until 7 a.m.
Monday through Saturday and all day on Sunday,
year-round—please no leaf blowers on
Sundays!
Additionally, out of respect for summer
residents and summer programs held in the
Tabernacle, special noise abatement rules are in
effect from July 15th through August 31st (“Quiet
Season”).
During “Quiet Season,” high-decibel power
tools, such as saws and leaf blowers, and manual
work such as framing and roofing, are prohibited.
Moderate noise created by indoor work is
acceptable. Painting and landscaping are
permitted.

Campmeeting Rental Opportunities
Heritage Park pavilion is available for rental
on a first-come, first-served basis. The pavilion is
available from April through October. The rental
fee is $50 along with a refundable $25 security
deposit. Be advised, rental is for the pavilion
only. The surrounding park area, playground and
restrooms remain available to the public.
Additional rental opportunities available to
Members include: Tabernacle rental, garage/shed
rental (First Street), parking space rental (Boehm
Avenue), large parking space rental (First Street,
behind garages) and raised planting bed rental
(Bell Avenue). Contact
office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org for additional
details or to request a rental application.
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Community Maps
Did you know there are historic and current
maps available on the MGCA website? One of
our most popular maps for guests, visitors, and
delivery truck drivers is our “MGCA Property
Address Map.” You can find all these maps by
going to our website and clicking on the “Street
and Area Maps” selection towards the bottom of
the page, or by clicking on this link. “Street and
Area Maps.”

Rules & Regulations
In an ongoing effort to enforce Campmeeting
Rules, in the second quarter of 2021 (April-June):
No warnings were issued for Noise (Rule No.
17); no fines were issued.
One warning was issued for Trash (Rule No. 4);
no fines were issued.
No warnings were issued for Parking (Rule No.
8); no fines were issued.

Dumpsters
In an ongoing effort to enforce legal disposal
of refuse, in the second quarter of 2021 (April –
June):
No warnings were issued.
No fines were issued.
No referrals were made to Cornwall Borough
Police Department.
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COMMITTEE ROSTER (Names in italics are MGCA committee members who do not serve on the Board
of Managers)

Executive
Kevin Burd, Chair
Sally Marisic
Barb Myers
Pat Wilmsen

Executive: Archives
Don Miller – Chair
Carole Miller
Barb Myers
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio
Deborah Erb, Staff
Note: This is a subcommittee

Executive: Policy
Hal Myers, Chair
Jennifer Kantmann
Sally Marisic
Ted Martin
Katcha Neale
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio
Deborah Erb, Staff
Note: This is a subcommittee

Buildings & Grounds
Don Dale, Chair
Joe Lamont
Doug Lorenzen
Katcha Neale
Kevin Skovira
Bob Travitz
Pat Wilmsen
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio
Deborah Erb, Staff
Doug Cheyney, Cheyney
Property Maintenance

B&G: Stormwater
Kevin Skovira, Chair
Don Dale
Jay Noble
Dan Pittman
Pat Wilmsen

B&G: Tree Health &
Maintenance
Pat Wilmsen – Chair
Ann Bering
Deborah Griffith
Chet Johns
Emily Johns
Kathleen McKenna
Katcha Neale
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio
Note: This is a subcommittee

B&G: Zoning
Don Dale, Chair
John Brosious
George Leyh
Ben Slotznick

Communications
Kevin Burd—Chair
Sally Marisic
Hal Myers
Christine Slotznick
Deborah Erb, Staff

Community
Activities/Recreation

Finance/Audit
Sally Marisic—Chair
Kevin Burd
Ted Martin
Barb Myers
Pat Wilmsen

Finance: Grants &
Funding Sources
Sally Marisic, Chair
Ted Martin
Deborah Erb, Staff
Note: This is a subcommittee

Nominations/Election
Esther Mefferd—Chair
Ted Martin
Barb Myers
Tammy Travitz
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio

Property Ownership
Barb Myers—Chair
Pat Brosious
Susan Hoyt
Pat Wilmsen
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio

Tammy Travitz—Chair
Jennifer Kantmann
Esther Mefferd
Kevin Burd, Ex Officio

Community Activities:
Library
Sally Marisic, Chair
Margaret Hopkins
Marcie Lloyd
Kevin Burd, Ex-Officio
Joan Sherman – Community
Rep
Michelle Shay – Community
Rep
Note: This is a subcommittee
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Board of Trustees, Mt.
Gretna Tabernacle
Association*
Ted Martin, President
(Representing MGCA)
Esther Mefferd, VicePresident
David Pierce, Treasurer
Tom Heberling, Secretary
Kevin Burd (Representing
MGCA)
Don Dale (Representing
MGCA)
Bob Kettering
Sally Marisic (Representing
MGCA)
Barb Myers (Representing
MGCA)
Pat Wilmsen (Representing
MGCA)
Bylaws state the majority of
Trustees represent the
MGCA Board of Managers

The Board of Managers
and the year through which they serve
Kevin Burd, President (2023)
Barb Myers,Vice-President (2021)
Sally Marisic, Treasurer (2021)
Pat Wilmsen, Secretary (2022)
Don Dale (2022)
Jenn Kantmann (2023)
Joe Lamont (2021)
Ted Martin (2023)
Esther Mefferd – Tabernacle Assoc. Rep.
Tammy Travitz (2022)
Open Seat (2021)
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