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New Property Owners in the Community 

 Melissa Thurber 
208 3rd Street 

 Scollay Petry & Jack Gonzalez 
714 3rd Street 

 

Welcome! New MGCA Board Members and a Fond Farewell  

Three community Members will begin their three-year terms on the Board of 

Managers effective January 1, 2023.  Their terms will run through December 31, 2025.  

Incumbent, Pat Wilmsen will begin serving her second three-year term on the board, and 

both George Leyh and Kevin Wells will begin serving their first, three-year terms. 

To fill open Board seats, in August 2022, Miles Bojanic was appointed to serve on 

the Board of Managers, and Marcy Lloyd was appointed in September 2022.  Don Dale will 

also continue serving on the Board to finish an open term through the end of 2023. 

As new Members join our Board, we say “fond farewell”, “thank you” and “we’ll 

miss you so much” to Tammy Travitz who will be leaving the Board of Managers at the end 

of December.  Tammy has led the Community Activities Committee, managed our Heritage 

Festivals, served as Secretary of the MGCA Board of Managers, was a member of the 

Finance/Audit and Executive Committees, and worked on countless other projects for our 

community.  Tammy’s been a Board Member since 2017–we’ll miss her insights, intelligence 

and hard work to make Campmeeting a better place for all of us.  Thank you Tammy, you 

made a difference. 
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Water Tower Project Update 

On November 15, 2022, key Board members attended settlement for the water tower loan 

with PennVest. The Board is on-track to request draws on the loan as the project begins. 

Additionally, the project team continued work over the past weeks to submit all required 

paperwork and permits for the water tower project.  A pre-construction meeting occurred with the 

project team, as well as our engineer (Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc.), and the water tank 

construction company (PSI Pumping Solutions, Inc.). 

Plans to preserve the trees near the tank were successful, with minimal trimming of 

overhanging tree limbs.  A new shut-off valve will be installed as part of the construction that will 

involve a shut-off of water to the community.  This will be staged so the outage will be less than an 

hour and advance notice will be given to Members. 

As the project begins you will see construction fencing around the worksite, as well as safety 

signs.  Please understand that this is an active work zone for the duration of the project.  Photos of 

the progress will be shared with you.  Members are strongly encouraged to avoid the area.  

Directional signs will be placed around the community—sections of Fifth Street and Bell Avenue 

will be closed for the project and your safety. 

In the coming weeks, our existing water 

tower will be demolished.  Until the new tower is 

installed and operational, the Campmeeting will 

purchase water from the Mt. Gretna Authority.  

So, please conserve water whenever possible in 

the coming months to help control this 

expenditure. 

If you empty the “Trash” too soon… 

MGCA uses an email communication 

system called “SendInBlue” to distribute 

messages to Members.  In case you delete one of 

these messages, and wish you still had it to 

reference, we’ve posted all of the 2022 

SendInBlue communications on our 

website.  Just look at the drop-down menu under 

News & Events on MGCA’s website, 

mtgretnacampmeeting.com, and you will see 

links for each of the emails.  We’ll keep adding to 

the listing to ensure you can go back and reread 

that elusive email.  
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Tips to Prevent Winter Falls 

Preventing falls is an important way to avoid injuries year round, but winter’s snow and ice 

increase the risk of falling.  Our hilly streets and sloped pathways can make outdoor walking in 

Campmeeting a bit of a challenge in the winter.  As you venture outside this winter, exercise extra 

caution if there is snow or ice on the ground.  Consider the following good advice from UPMC as 

the winter season starts: 

How Can You Prevent Slips and Falls? 

 Ask for help 

 Use your hands wisely 

 Have things delivered 

 Wear the right shoes 

 Exercise regularly 

 Check your medications 

 Always wear your glasses or contact lenses 

Talk to your doctor about other ways you can prevent falls to stay safe this winter. 

Reference: UPMC Senior Services (2020). Tips to prevent winter falls. UPMC HealthBeat. 

The Origins of the Annual Buzzard Drop 

Interview with Tom & Kay Heberling By Kevin C. Wells 

 This year marks the 10th anniversary of the annual Buzzard Drop. It is a tradition that 

originated by Tom & Kay Heberling and their friends, former Campmeeting residents, Darlene 

Eckert and her late husband, Dave. 

 The couples had been unable to celebrate the new year together until Tom retired. Once he 

retired, the couples brainstormed ways that they could facilitate “some sort of drop”. Tom and Kay 

referenced the ball drop in New York City and the Hershey Kiss Raise celebration in downtown 

Hershey. It did not take long for the couples to decide on a buzzard. The presence of real buzzards 

was a significant concern for the community ten years ago.  

 Between 2013 and 2020, the tradition was rather informal. The couples hung a notice at the 

Post Office about the first Buzzard Drop in front of Tom & Kay’s cottage. Approximately 50 

people attended the first Drop. At the Drop’s second year, approximately 75 people were in 

attendance. The crowd has grown year after year. MGCA approved the use of the Tabernacle for the 

Buzzard Drop in 2020.  

 As the Buzzard Drop gained popularity, another Campmeeting couple, Chuck & Paula 

Deppen joined in on the fun of preparing for the Buzzard Drop. For a few years before the 
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pandemic, they brought hot dogs, buns, 

and sliders with a mix of pork and 

sauerkraut. Due to the COVID 

pandemic, food has not been served the 

past two years. 

 There have been a few buzzards used 

for the Buzzard Drop. The current 

buzzard is made of paper mache. 

Recently, Tom created a trapeze for the 

buzzard to sit on and Kay created a mask 

for the buzzard as a result of the 

pandemic. 

 We hope to see everyone at this year’s 

Buzzard Drop. Ten years is a big deal! 

The buzzard will spend New Year’s Eve 

above the stage at the Tabernacle 

beginning around 3 pm. Tom sets up the 

buzzard early so that those that cannot 

attend the late celebration can see the 

buzzard and take selfies with him. If you 

find yourself awake on New Year’s Eve 

around 11:30 p.m., please come on over. 

Tom and Kay also provide about 50 antique rattles for attendees to ring at midnight when the 

buzzard drops. The rattles are used year after year. So if you use a rattle at this year’s event, please be 

sure to return it prior to departing from the festivities. 

Leaf Collection–Going, Going, Gone   

MGCA provides scheduled leaf collection on driving streets (see the accompanying map) for 

leaves that can’t be left on the ground.  Final MGCA leaf collection for Group 2 streets will be 

during the week of December 5 and the final leaf collection for Group 1 streets will be during the 

week of December 12. 

Placing leaves in paper bags or compostable bags is helpful but not mandatory.  Leaf piles 

and leaf bags must contain leaves, pine needles and pine cones only, no sticks or other debris. 

As a reminder, Members are encouraged to leave leaves on the ground around the trees as 

much as possible. These leaves degrade to soil over time, providing much needed nutrients for the 

trees and groundcover to replace eroded soil. 

Members are always welcome and encouraged to take their leaves to the storage location 

behind the garages on the east side of 1st Street. These leaves do not need to be bagged. 

http://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/Files/OfficialPublications/Procedure.LeafCollection2022.11.03.pdf
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Upcoming Holidays Impacting TNT Trash Pick-Up 

No impacts in December 2022 – Reminders about holidays and trash pick-up will be posted 

on the Mt. Gretna Neighborhood Association Facebook page and sent via email by the MGCA 

Office. 

$$ Assessment Reminder $$ 

Invoices for the MGCA 2023 General Assessment were mailed to all Members in November 

2022. If you haven’t received your assessment, please contact the MGCA office.   

Payment of the full amount is due by June 30, 2023. A payment discount (on the non-water 

portion of the assessment) is available to Members who pay in full by March 31, 2023. Balances 

outstanding after June 30, 2023, are subject to interest charges. Overdue accounts will be subject to a 

15% penalty. 

Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church Food Bank Sundays 

On the first Sunday of each month, MGUMC collects monetary donations, non-perishable 

food items, and paper products for the Lebanon County Christian Ministry Food Bank.  Members 

of the Campmeeting community are 

welcome to donate to the Food Bank 

through the Church.  A list of needed 

items can be found in the MGUMC 

church lobby. 

Need Firewood?  

Here’s a chance to stay toasty 

this winter for free:  Call the West 

Cornwall Township Building at 717-

272-9841 and ask about their supply of 

FREE firewood.  

Battery Recycling Program 

Did you know that on October 1, 2022 West Cornwall Township began a battery recycling 

program?  Campmeeting residents are encouraged to take advantage of this recycling 

opportunity.  Please visit https://www.goglra.org/2218/Battery-Recycling-Program for more 

information. 

  

https://www.goglra.org/2218/Battery-Recycling-Program
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On the Horizon – Happening In Our Community – Mark Your Calendars 

 Saturday, December 3 – Holiday Cookie Decorating for Campmeeting Residents 
o 2 p.m. 
o Location:  Mount Gretna United Methodist Church 
o Sponsored by the Community Activities Committee 

 Friday, December 9 – Last Day of Group 2 Leaf Collection by MGCA 

 Saturday, December 10 – Cookies with Santa & Santa Shop 
o 10 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 
o Location:  Mount Gretna Fire Department 
o Sponsored by the Mount Gretna Fire Department 

 Friday, December 16 – Last 
Day of Group 1 Leaf Collection 
by MGCA 

 Tuesday, December 20 – 
MGCA Board Meeting 
o 6:30 p.m. 
o Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. 
Gretna United Methodist 
Church 

 Sunday, December 25 – Merry 
Christmas 

 Saturday, December 31 – 10th 
Annual Buzzard Drop 
o Come anytime between 11:30 
p.m. and 11:55 p.m. 
o Location:  The Tabernacle 

 Sunday, January 1 – Happy 
New Year 

 Monday, January 16 – Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day 

 Tuesday, January 17 – MGCA 
Board Meeting 
o 6:30 p.m. 
o Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. 
Gretna United Methodist 
Church 
 

 

On Facebook Mount Gretna Campmeeting – Click on 
Subscribe 

Send your Email Address Updates to Office@Mt 
GretnaCampmeeting.org 

Please visit and bookmark: mtgretnacampmeeting.com 
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