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Mt. Gretna Campmeeting News 

Spring 2022 Edition 

Message from the President 

Hal Myers 
President, MGCA Board of Managers 

 When I was elected as President of the Board 
of Managers, I expressed my view that as 
Campmeeting cottage owners we’re really just 
caretakers, waiting for the next lucky person, 
family, or family member to begin caring for 
“their” 100-year-old piece of history. Our aim 
should be to leave our cottages in the same - or 
better - shape than we found them. 
 I feel the same way about serving on the 
Board of Managers, except as Managers, we’re 
caretakers for the overall community and 
Association. We’re all just passing through, but 
we have an obligation to do our best to leave both 
in as good or better condition than we found 
them.  
 Many community improvement projects have 
recently been completed or are near completion. 
They include the Kauffman/1st Street culvert 
replacement project, stormwater management and 
paving work, a major facelift for the Tabernacle’s 
Violette Cassel room, reinforcement of the 
Tabernacle floor, refinishing of the Tabernacle 
stage, and creation of an area beneath the 
Tabernacle choir steps to store Bible Festival 
chairs and other items. Most of these will benefit 
the community for many years. 
 Organizationally, we’ve improved the tools 
and procedures we use to track and manage the 
Association’s finances. And for perhaps the first 
time, the many tasks the Superintendent performs 
to keep our community running have been 
compiled on a calendar to facilitate more effective 
planning. Additionally, the Building & Grounds 
Committee has been evaluating the aging 
Campmeeting grounds maintenance equipment to 
decide if we should invest in more efficient 

equipment to save time and money going 
forward.  
 One of our long-term goals is to develop a 
“Campmeeting Operating Manual'' to document 
our administrative and operational policies and 
procedures. There are a million “moving pieces” 
that go into making this community work, and a 
reference manual like that can help keep things 
running smoothly in the future as volunteers and 
staff come and go. 
 So, even as we manage the day-to-day 
business of the community, we’re taking steps to 
ensure that the Campmeeting continues to be a 
great place for all of us for many years, and in 
some ways, maybe even a little better than it was 
before. 
 

Board Elections on the Horizon 

Esther Mefferd 
Chair, Nominations Committee 

 Would you like to contribute to our 
community by serving on the MGCA Board of 
Managers?  If so, please read on.  Three Managers 
will be elected (or re-elected) this summer to serve 
a three-year term beginning in January 2023.  
 If you have a desire to serve, please submit 
your name, address, photo, and a 100-word or less 
biography to the MGCA office on or before June 
15, 2022, for inclusion in the summer newsletter. 
To be included on the ballot, submit your 
information by email to 
Office@MtGretnaCampmeeting.org or by U.S. 
mail to MGCA, P.O. Box 428, Mt. Gretna, PA 
17064. 
 A Membership vote for Managers will take 
place in July.  As has been the practice since the 
beginning of the COVID pandemic, Members 
will have the option of voting “in person” during 
the meeting or in advance via mail-in ballot. 
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 The Board has discussed the possibility that it 
may also choose a fourth person to serve for one 
year to complete the term of a Manager who left 
the Board in 2021.  If you’d like more information 
on what’s involved in serving on the Board, please 
contact the Campmeeting office. 

 
Annual Campmeeting Porch Sale 

Tammy Travitz 
Chair, Community Activities Committee 

 The annual Campmeeting porch sale will be 
held, rain or shine, on Saturday, May 28, from 8 
a.m. until 2 p.m.  Campmeeting cottage owners 
who would like their address included on the 
porch sale map should email or call the MGCA 
office by May 20.  This event is open to the public 
and is sponsored by the MGCA Community 
Activities Committee.  
 

New Historical Markers Installed 

 As part of his Eagle Scout Service Project, 
Chautauqua resident Luke Royer teamed up with 
the Mount Gretna Historical Society to install 16 
historical markers around the Mt. Gretna area. 
Two of these markers are located in the 
Campmeeting; one is at the Tabernacle and the 
other is at the south end of Memorial Park. 
 Each yellow, 5”x 8” marker includes text 
identifying the historical site and a QR code.  
When the QR code is scanned with a smartphone, 
a narrated explanation of the significance of the 
site will play and a series of related images from 
vintage postcards will be displayed on the phone.  
An area map showing the locations of other 

markers is also displayed.  Next time you see one 
of these markers you should give it a try! 
 Thanks to Luke Royer for his hard work, and 
to the Mount Gretna Arts Council, the Mt. 
Gretna Area Historical Society, the Lebanon 
County Commissioners, Mt. Gretna community 
members, and Lowe’s for supporting and funding 
this project. 

 
1 Historical Marker at the Tabernacle 

 
2 Historical Marker at Memorial Park 

Website Addition – Definitions 

 Communication can be a tricky thing.  One 
thing that can help is to agree on the meaning of 
the words we use.  With that in mind, the Policy 
& Procedure (P&P) Committee developed 
definitions of several terms commonly used when 
discussing MGCA matters.  Those definitions 
have been added to the MGCA website on the 
page that appears when you select the By-Laws, 
Rules, & Policies tab.  More definitions may be 
developed in the future by the P&P Committee so 
we can communicate more precisely when 
discussing MGCA budget, funding, and 
expenditure issues. 
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April 30th Earth Day Events 

Pat Wilmsen 
Ad-Hoc Tree Committee 

 Our planet is an amazing place, but it needs 
our help to thrive! That’s why each year on April 
22nd, more than a billion people celebrate Earth 
Day and raise awareness of how to protect the 
planet from threats like pollution, invasive 
species, and deforestation.  By taking part in 
educational programs and activities such as 
picking up litter and planting native trees and 
shrubs, we can make our world a happier, 
healthier place to live. 

 
 

 Since April 22nd fell on a weekday this year, 
we decided to celebrate Earth Day in 
Campmeeting on Saturday, April 30th.  It was a 

crisp, clear morning, and over 15 volunteers 
gathered at 9:30 a.m. and then fanned out through 

 
the community with their rakes and shovels to 
plant over 100 shrubs, plant and mulch garden 
beds, and clean up around the Tabernacle and 
other common areas. Kids joined the action later 
in the morning, helping out with some of the 
cleanup and enjoying games and activities. 

 

 
 At noon, naturalist Lisa Sanchez conducted a 
90-minute walking tour of the Campmeeting.  
More than 25 people participated and were 
treated to an amazing range of information on the 
Campmeeting’s various flora.  Lisa has been a 
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naturalist at the Lancaster County Department of 
Parks and Recreation Environmental Center for 
over 25 years and holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Education and a Master’s degree in Counselor 
Education from Millersville University. Teaching 
students of all ages to explore and value the 
wonders of nature is her passion and for her, 
helping people reconnect to the earth through 
education and observation is a great day at work!   
This event was sponsored by several 
Campmeeting community members, and we 
appreciate their generosity.  It was a fun, 
productive day and we hope you join us next year! 
 

 

Hybrid Meetings 

Ted Martin 
Board Member 

 Through the worst of the pandemic, the 
Board has been meeting virtually, allowing 
community members and elected Board members 
to meet safely. Like other elected bodies 
throughout the country, the MGCA Board of 
Managers has wrestled with the question of in-
person versus online meetings as the pandemic 
has waned.  There are both pros and cons beyond 
the simple question of safety when it comes to 
these online meetings, and many members of the 
community would like to see a return to face-to-
face meetings as we held in the past. 
 The Board has studied the issue and found 
that many elected bodies have chosen to meet 
through a hybrid blending of an online meeting 
with an in-person session. For the MGCA this 
would mean that a video conferencing system 
(e.g., ZOOM) would be used so both Board and 
community members who wish to participate in-
person and those who wish to participate from 
other locations could do so. At its March meeting 

the Board agreed to try to conduct a hybrid 
meeting in early summer.  Warmer weather could 
make such a meeting possible, with outside 
options like the Tabernacle being investigated for 
the in-person portion. 
 Details still need to be finalized, including 
location, cost, and any on-site support needed to 
ensure that a hybrid meeting could proceed 
smoothly.  The Board has already budgeted to 
fund hybrid meetings but wants to be sure that 
technical and other issues are resolved before 
committing to give them a try.  If you are 
interested in assisting in the process, Board 
member Ted Martin is leading the effort and 
would welcome volunteer help as we seek to 
provide multiple attendance options.  For more 
information or to volunteer, please email or call 
the Campmeeting Office at 
office@MtGretnaCampmeeting.org or 717-964-
3040 or Ted Martin directly at 
tsmartin2017@gmail.com.   
 

MGCA Finance Improvements 

 Thanks to hours of work by several dedicated 
volunteers and our office manager, the MGCA 
can now do an even better job of managing your 
assessment dollars. The Association has been 
using QuickBooks for many years, but we’re now 
making better use of some of its features to track 
and document funds as they are budgeted, 
approved, and spent for routine operations and 
special projects.  This will not only let us better 
monitor the Association’s day-to-day financial 
condition but will be useful when developing 
future budgets. 
 An additional step has also been added to the 
funding approval process.  In the past, funding 
requests would be brought directly to the Board 
of Managers for approval.  The new process calls 
for all requests to first be reviewed by the Finance 
Committee.  The Committee can make sure that 
sufficient funds have been appropriately budgeted 
and are available to fulfill the request.  When the 
request comes before the Board, the Finance 
Committee can report its findings so the Board 
can make a well-informed decision. 
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Noise Rule Reminder 

 As warmer weather approaches, many of us 
are looking forward to socializing on our porches 
and opening up our cottages to fresh air.  With 
Campmeeting cottages so close together, it’s easy 
to forget how easily our behavior can affect 
others.   MGCA Rules and Regulations state: 
 “In the interest of preserving the peacefulness and quiet 
beauty of The Campmeeting, all unnecessary noise should 
be kept to a minimum…” and “...quiet shall be 
maintained on EVERY Sunday of the year and daily 
from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. on other days.” 
 The terms “quiet” and “unnecessary noise” 
have always been subject to interpretation.  
However, the Rules also state that, “respect for 
neighbors’ quiet enjoyment will be considered in enforcement 
of noise abatement rules.”  So, as we open up our 
cottages and spend more time on our porches, 
please keep in mind how the noise you make may 
affect your neighbors.  
 Special noise abatement rules are in effect 
from July 15 through August 31. This is 
commonly referred to as “Quiet Season,” and 
high decibel power tools, such as saws and leaf 
blowers, and manual work, such as framing and 
roofing, are prohibited at all times. Moderate 
noise created by indoor work is acceptable from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and painting and 
landscaping are permitted. 
 Members who need to perform emergency 
work/repairs may contact the MGCA to request 
an exemption from any of the above rules. 

 

 
 

Superintendent Update 

 Chip O’Neal was hired as Campmeeting 
Superintendent of Grounds on January 1st.  He 
and his part-time assistants worked through a 
tough winter, but for a variety of reasons, Chip 
decided in mid-April that he did not want to 
continue as Superintendent; we wish him all the 
best. Fortunately, we identified someone to fill the 
position, so we shouldn't miss a beat.  
 Our new Superintendent, Caleb Arnold, will 
be working out of a temporary office in a 10’x18’ 
shed located behind the garages at the north end 
of 1st Street.  The original plan was to use part of 
the Heritage Park Pavilion as a temporary office, 
but this was deemed impractical and the MGCA 
purchased the shed for use until a permanent 
office is established.  When no longer needed as 
an office, the shed can be used for MGCA storage 
or as an income-generating rental. 
 Caleb has run a successful contracting 
company for several years.  His wide range of 
skills and experience should serve him well in his 
role as Superintendent.  He has worked on a 
number of projects in Mt. Gretna and has become 
acquainted with some of the quirks and 
complexity of the Campmeeting.   
 The Building & Grounds Committee chair 
has developed a comprehensive schedule of the 
myriad tasks that must be completed to keep the 
Campmeeting running smoothly. The 
Superintendent can use this as a guide to budget 
his time and plan his weekly activities. One goal is 
to develop a longer-range schedule which will 
anticipate necessary infrastructure maintenance 
projects so this and future MGCA Boards can 
budget for future expenses. 

Caution: Work Area! 

 Heavy equipment is sometimes used in the 
area near the Superintendent’s temporary office. 
For your safety, when this is the case, a chain with 
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a warning sign will be placed across the stone 
driveway leading into the area. If you wish to 
enter while the chain is in place, please use 
caution and alert the equipment operator to your 
presence. 

 

Board Amends Trash Rule 

 The Board of Managers recently amended 
MGCA Rule #4, which governs disposal of trash 
and recyclables.  The new version (copied below) 
tweaks some language, but the biggest change is 
the addition of a provision that requires MGCA 
Members, tenants, and guests to comply with all 
posted requirements for use of dumpsters. 
 Like the old rule, the new rule requires 
curbside trash to be in a container (a trash can).  
Noncompliance with this requirement has 
become all too common, and the MGCA may 
begin issuing warnings and fines to Members who 
simply place trash bags on the curb for pickup.  
Please place your curbside trash in a can!  
Members who don’t wish to put their trash in a 
can for pickup have the option of using the 
dumpsters at the north end of 1st Street. 

New Rule #4 

Trash/recycling collection and disposal is for 
Campmeeting household garbage or refuse, not to 
include any construction or demolition waste. 

a. Trash for curbside collection must be 
bagged and placed in a trash can. 
Recyclables (except flattened cardboard) 
must be in a suitable container. 

b. Trash/recycling containers and flattened 
cardboard may be placed curbside for 
collection no earlier than the evening 
before collection day.  

c. Member is responsible to coordinate with 
MGCA trash vendor for collection of 
excess waste and oversized items and may 

be subject to additional charges for their 
collection. 

d. Oversized items for special collection may 
be placed curbside for collection no earlier 
than the evening before arranged pickup 
day. 

e. Containers must be returned to a storage 
location at the Member’s property as soon 
as practical after collection and no later 
than the end of the collection day. 

f. Dumpster usage must comply with all 
posted requirements and restrictions. 
Violators will be fined and may be liable 
for any additional charges incurred by the 
MGCA. 

 

 
Recycling Reminder 

 Recyclables are collected curbside every other 
week, and except for flattened cardboard, must be 
in a suitable container.  The collection schedule is 
on the Campmeeting Calendar of Events on the 
MGCA website, under the News and Events tab. 
 Unfortunately, the items collected for 
recycling in our area are somewhat limited.  The 
only items allowed are as follows: 

 Glass bottles and jars (clear, green, brown) 

 Aluminum/Steel food and beverage 
containers 

 Plastic bottles and jugs only (without caps) 

 Corrugated cardboard (must be flattened) 

 Newspaper 
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Donation Supports Tabernacle 
Improvements 

Pat Brosious 
Chair, Ad-Hoc Advancement Committee 

 Susie Engle, of Engle cottage at 705 1st 
Street, deserves the thanks of the entire 
Campmeeting community for her generous 
donation to pay for the transformation of the 
Violette Cassel Room behind the stage of the 
Tabernacle.   
 Susie’s grandparents, Harold and Mildred 
Engle, built their nestled-in cottage at the top of 
the hill in 1939. The cottage served as the location 
for many warm memories for the extended Engle 
family. While Susie regularly spends time traveling 
to visit family and friends in far-flung places such 
as Hawaii, Nebraska, Massachusetts and Florida, 
the Engle cottage has been her full-time home 
since 2017. 
 A tour of her cottage is a tribute to the careers 
and interests of generations of family. When 
asked what inspired her gift to the Tabernacle, 
Susie replied, “I have been given so many 
blessings-- a wonderful upbringing in Hershey, 
the opportunity to complete a chemistry degree at 
Lebanon Valley College, a successful career in the 
pharmaceutical industry, my children Kristin and 
David, and now grandchildren.” 

 Susie attended church camps at Gretna Glen 
and has been a lifelong member of the United 
Methodist Church. She wants to give back to a 
community which has meant so much to her and 
to honor those on both sides of her family who 
are now deceased. Her gift is given in memory of 
Engle and Hovis family members Harold Sr. and 
Mildred Engle, Harold Jr. and Doris Engle, and 
Roy, Anna, and Edward Hovis. 
 Our contractor, Scott Garman of Just 
Flippen’ It, began work in April to update the 
Violette Cassel Room, which is used by visiting 
pastors, choirs, performers, and brides to prepare 
before going on stage. Changes include 
improvements to the half-bathroom, installation 
of a mini-kitchen, storage, new lighting, air 
conditioning, repainting, and simple furnishings. 
 Violette Cassel was a long-time member of 
the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church and 
upon her passing, she willed her cottage to the 
church.  Her cottage now serves as the church 
parsonage. The renovated Violette Cassel Room 
is tentatively scheduled to be on the Mt Gretna 
Tour of Homes on August 6, 2022. 
 Susie’s gift reflects the message of her 
grandmother Engle’s favorite song: “Open my 
eyes, Lord, that I may see Your face; Open my 
ears, Lord, that I may hear Your voice.” 
 

Tabernacle Association 

Ted Martin 
MGTA Trustee 
 Charged with both helping to maintain the 
Tabernacle itself and providing a home to the 
Bible Festival, the Mt. Gretna Tabernacle 
Association Board of Trustees is made up of 
volunteers who help to guide and protect the 
Campmeeting’s most identifiable and popular 
landmark and provide both entertaining and 
spiritually uplifting programs throughout the 
season.  
 Over the past several months, representatives 
from the Tabernacle Association, the MGCA 
Board of Managers, and leadership of the Bible 
Festival have met several times to discuss shared 
goals and begin to make progress towards a 
unified way to fundraise.  Not only has the 2022 
season been lined-up and scheduled, but the 
Tabernacle Trustees have played a distinct role in 
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helping to identify much-needed renovation and 
improvements to the building.  The Association 
has also played a key role in coordinating 
conversations among all the users of the 
Tabernacle. 
 On February 28, 2022, the Trustees met and 
reorganized, electing the following slate: 
Class of '22: 
 Esther Mefferd 
 Pat Wilmsen 
 Don Dale 
 Kevin Burd 
Class of '23: 
 Ted Martin 
 Carmen Bianco 
Class of '24: 
 Lynne Kline 
 Ross Ellison 
 Bob Kettering 
 
 Ted Martin was re-elected as president of the 
Trustees, and Bob Kettering agreed to serve as 
vice president with Pat Wilmsen as secretary.  
Esther Mefferd will continue to serve as 
Tabernacle Association representative to the 
MGCA Board of Managers.  The role of treasurer 
is currently being handled by volunteers from the 
Bible Festival while a permanent candidate is 
identified. 
 At the February meeting, the Trustees voted 
unanimously to use funds set aside for building 
maintenance to support continued renovation of 
the Violette Cassel Room.  The Cassel Room, 
located behind the stage in the Tabernacle and 
used for many years as both an office and staging 
area for religious services, performances, and 
other events, was named for longtime 
Campmeeting resident and Mt. Gretna Methodist 
Church organist, Miss Violette Cassell.  The 
Trustees also approved funding to improve and 
expand an existing storage area underneath the 
building and to contribute to a foundation 
improvement project identified by the Board of 
Managers as critical to the health of the structure.  
The Trustees look to continue cooperating with 
the MGCA Board of Managers and serving in a 
coordinating role between all the Tabernacle users 
as we embark on future grant seeking and 
fundraising.   

 Finally, a special word of thanks to longtime 
Campmeeting resident Susan Engle whose 
remarkable financial generosity in memory of the 
Engle and Hovis families has made the 
renovation of The Violette Cassel Room possible.  
If you or anyone you know is interested in being 
similarly generous or making a contribution to the 
Tabernacle Association, please email 
office@MtGretnaTabernacle.org or 717-964-
3040. 
 

Other Tabernacle Projects 

 Work is also underway to reinforce the 
structure beneath the Violette Cassel room floor 
and under the multi-tier “choir steps” on either 
side of the room behind the stage.  Although 
these areas have been in use for over 100 years, a 
2021 inspection revealed that additional support 
was needed to ensure they could continue to 
safely carry required loads.  The work will be 
completed soon, and additional work on the 
Tabernacle structure will be performed after the 
summer season. 
 

 

For Your Safety 

 In February, strong winds downed a tree, 
utility poles, and power lines in Dogwood Park 
near the Mt. Gretna Community Library.  Thanks 
to two helpful Campmeeting residents, our 
Superintendent of Grounds was quickly notified, 
and the hazard area was quickly cordoned off 
with bright yellow caution tape to prevent anyone 
from injury, or worse. 
 Despite the clear intent to prohibit passage 
through the area, a surprising number of 
pedestrians were seen disregarding the caution 
tape and passing through anyway.  In fact, our 
Building & Grounds Committee Chair was even 
subjected to a nasty tirade when she tried to warn 
one oblivious dog-walker of the hazard (the downed 
power lines were still energized!). 
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 Darwin might be pleased to see his theory of 
natural selection borne out in situations like this, 
but the Association would not!  If you encounter 
yellow caution tape blocking off any area in the 
Campmeeting, know that it has been placed there 
for your safety!  Please do not pass over, under, or 
around any installation of yellow caution tape! 
 

Archive Committee Flat File 

 Over the past two years, members of the 
Archive Committee have sorted through 
thousands of Campmeeting documents that were 
stored in the Tabernacle.  Among these records 
are maps of our water and sewer systems dating 
back to the early 1900’s.  This information is 
interesting from a historical perspective, but it can 
also be quite useful when troubleshooting 
problems with community infrastructure.  Some 
maps have been scanned and captured digitally, 
but the Association needed a way to properly 
store and preserve the originals.   
 Thanks to the Mt. Gretna Area Historical 
Society (MGAHS) and archivist Pat Gibble, our 
Campmeeting maps now have a safe home.  
During a conversation with Don Miller of the 
MGCA Archive Committee, Pat offered to 
donate an unused 5-drawer, 47”x36” flat file 
cabinet to the MGCA.  Flat file cabinets are made 
specifically for storage of large documents 
without the need to fold or roll them, and they’re 
not inexpensive.  Storing our maps this way will 
help ensure that they remain in good condition 
for many years.  Thanks again to Pat Gibble and 
the Mt. Gretna Area Historical Society for 
donating this useful item to our community. 
(Note: The MGCA Board voted in April to donate $100 
to the MGAHS to show our appreciation for their 
contribution to the Campmeeting.) 
 

Volunteer Caretakers 

 You know who they are.  You may even be 
one of them.  We’re talking about Campmeeting 
property owners who “adopt” and make an extra 
effort to keep common areas around their 
cottages looking neat and clean. 
 Yes, it’s the Building and Grounds 
Committee’s job to ensure that common areas in 
our community are cared for, and it’s true, that’s 

what part of our annual assessment goes to pay 
for.  However, it’s always welcome when 
community members make B&G’s job a little 
easier and make the community look a little nicer 
by sweeping or blowing leaves to clean up the 
streets and walkways around their cottages. 
 Some Members have gone so far as to plant 
and mulch garden beds in common areas at their 
own expense.  The results to date have been great, 
but we ask that if you’d like to do anything 
beyond simple cleanup, please check with the 
B&G Committee first to coordinate.  Thanks 
again to all of you who go that extra mile to care 
for our community! 
 

 

Building Permit Reminder 

 Spring is a popular time for Campmeeting 
property owners to make improvements and do 
work around their cottages.  With that in mind, it 
seemed like a good time to review MGCA rules 
on when Members must obtain permits before 
starting work.  The following are some key 
provisions on building permits from the MGCA 
Rules and Regulations: 
 10.a.) When building, remodeling, or renovating their 
properties, MGCA Members must obtain all required 
building permits and comply with all applicable building 
codes as mandated by West Cornwall Township including 
those which govern the installation of plumbing, heating 
systems, and electrical lines and equipment.  
 10.b.) Construction projects or renovation work which 
alter the external boundaries of an existing structure, 
including the installation of driveways or parking areas, 
require a Campmeeting Building Permit.  …No Permit 
shall be required from the Board of Managers for painting, 
siding, or routine general maintenance of any building.  
 13.) The relocation, upgrading, or addition of 
household waste lines or water lines which must be 
connected to Campmeeting sewer and water mains must be 
inspected by a licensed plumber or electrical inspection 
agency before any work is done on the property. A 
Campmeeting Building Permit must be obtained by 
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contacting the MGCA business office during regular 
business hours.  
 14.) No new chimneys may be constructed or used 
without obtaining a Campmeeting Building Permit.  
 16.b.) Prior to removing any tree, MGCA Members 
must submit a Campmeeting Building Permit for approval 
by the Board of Managers.  
 19.) No fence unit or units may be installed without 
submitting a building permit application to the MGCA. 
 
 If you’re not sure whether you need a West 
Cornwall Township building permit, ask your 
qualified contractor or call the Township at 717-
272-9841. 
 Campmeeting Building Permit applications 
should be submitted to the MGCA office.  From 
there, they go to the Building & Grounds 
Committee, which develops a recommendation 
(approval, denial, need more information).  
B&G’s recommendation then goes to the Board 
of Managers which ultimately votes to approve or 
deny applications.  When submitting an 
application, it’s important to keep in mind when 
the B&G Committee and Board meet, which is 
on the first and third Tuesday of each month 
respectively.  Because of this, the timing of your 
submission can significantly affect the processing 
time.  
 West Cornwall Township is currently revising 
its zoning regulations, so the procedures for 
obtaining Township permits may change.  Once 
the new regulations are in place, the MGCA 
expects to review and update its own building 
permit requirements.  Until then, current MGCA 
requirements apply.  
 If you’re considering doing any type of work 
on or around your cottage, you should first review 
the MGCA Rules and Regulations and Building 
Permit information under the By-Laws, Rules, 
and Policies tab on the MGCA website.  If you’re 
still unsure or have questions, contact the 
Building & Grounds Committee by email through 
the MGCA Office at 
Office@MtGretnaCampmeeting.org.  
 And please remember, simply submitting a 
Campmeeting Building Permit application does 
not constitute approval to perform work; permit 
applications must first be approved by the Board 
of Managers. 

 

Leaf and Green Waste Pickup 

 Periodic leaf collection has resumed.  
Collection will end in mid-June and start again in 
the fall. Collection of sticks and other “green 
waste,” (sticks, branches, pinecones, root-balls 
from potted plants, etc.) will continue throughout 
the summer.  
 Leaf piles may contain leaves and pine needles 
ONLY!  Sticks and green waste MUST be placed 
in a separate pile.  All piles must be free of pet 
waste and foreign objects.  Piles that do not meet 
these requirements will NOT be collected but will 
be left in place and marked with an explanatory 
note. 
 

Water Tank Project Loan Approved 

 The MGCA’s request for a low-interest loan 
of just over $1.4 million for the Water Tank 
Replacement Project was approved on April 20th 
by the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment 
Authority (PENNVEST) Board. 
 The general terms of the loan are the same as 
outlined in the February 2022 water tank project 
webinar: 

 20-year loan 

 1.743% interest rate years 1-5 

 2.179% interest rate years 6-20 
 
 The MGCA is not obligated to accept the 
loan, but it is now an option available to us.  And 
as previously explained, if we do accept the loan, 
we don’t have to borrow the full $1.4 million, but 
can instead borrow only the amount needed to 
fund the project. 
 The next step in the project is for potential 
contractors to submit bids. 

Mt. Gretna Authority Talks 

 To ensure that we’ve left no stone unturned in 
regard to our water supply options, the MGCA is 
holding talks with the Mt. Gretna Authority to see 
if it may still be possible to reach an agreement 
for the Authority to provide water to the 
Campmeeting on favorable terms.  The last talks 
held more than a year ago failed to result in an 
agreement, and we’ll have more information in 
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future communications if there are significant 
developments from these discussions. 

Stormwater Project 

 Temperatures have risen enough to do asphalt 
paving, so work to improve stormwater 
management in the Campmeeting has resumed.  
Work to correct problems with the Mills Avenue 
drainage ditch was completed in mid-April.  Based 
on observations during heavy rainfalls, the ditch is 
again working as intended, and runoff from areas 
uphill from Mills Avenue is being captured and 
routed toward Pinch Road.  The Buildings & 
Grounds (B&G) Committee plans to work 
progressively downhill from Mills Avenue to 
determine what additional measures need to be 
taken to properly manage stormwater runoff.  

Matthews Avenue Garden 

 In a related note, vegetation in the Matthews 
Avenue garden is filling in nicely.  The area 
already seems to be working as planned, and the 
amount of runoff flowing down 2nd Street during 
heavy rains has been substantially reduced. 

Goodbye Potholes! 

 While our paving contractor was here to work 
on drainage issues, he filled in some of the more 
troublesome potholes in our streets.  Perhaps 
most notably, the huge pothole on Markwood 
Avenue just west of 1st Street is no more!  The 
B&G Committee recognizes that our streets need 
much more work, but the Committee has to stay 
within the allocated budget.  Additional street 
repairs and improvements are planned for fall 
2022 and in 2023. 
 

Zoning Regulations Update 

 Due to some timing issues, the dates for 
review and public hearing on West Cornwall 
Township’s draft zoning ordinance will not be as 
outlined in the MGCA’s April 9th email to 
Members.  
 The Township Board of Supervisors said they 
expect to address the issue again at their May 9th 
meeting.  From there, the process can be expected 
to take two to three months, but the Board did 
not lay out an exact timeline for approval and 
public review of the draft ordinance. 

 If you’re following this issue, we suggest that 
you check the West Cornwall Township website 
(https://westcornwalltwp.com) or call their office 
(717-272-9841) for updates. 
 The Township Board of Supervisors meetings 
are normally held on the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Township office, 73 S. 
Zinns Mills Road, Lebanon, PA.  Community 
members are welcome to attend. 
 

 

New Book on Mt. Gretna History 

 For over a year, a small team of researchers 
from the Mount Gretna Area Historical Society 
has been working on a new book titled Mount 
Gretna: Through the Decades. The book is an 
informative and visual guide to each stage of 
Mount Gretna’s history, from its origin as a small 
railside park to the beautiful, unique community it 
is today. Here’s what you’ll find inside: 

 36 full-color pages illustrating the growth of 
Mount Gretna from 1881 to the present 

 Decade-by-decade maps showing changes in 
the community 

 Postcards, posters, and other memorabilia 
from each era 

 A list of book pre-April 30th sponsors 
 
 This will be a great coffee table book and 
reference, and once published, the price of the 
book will be $30 for MGAHS members and $35 
for non-members.  However, to bring this book 
into print, the Historical Society needs 
sponsorships now from Mount Gretna history 
fans.  
 
 If you can sponsor production of this great 
book with a donation of $100 or more, please 
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visit the MGAHS website at 
www.mtgretnahistory.org . You will also find a 
link on the site to order your own copy and with 
it, a piece of Mount Gretna history! 
 

 

Community Library 

Sally Marisic 
Chair, Ad-Hoc Library Committee 

 The Mt. Gretna Community Library will open 
its 2022 season at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday of 
Memorial Day Weekend, May 28.  Regular hours 
of operation are planned as follows: 
 
Sunday Closed 
Monday 10 a.m.-noon 
Tuesday 10 a.m.-noon 
Wednesday 10 a.m.-noon; 6-8 p.m. 
Thursday 10 a.m.-noon; 6-8 p.m. 
Friday  10 a.m.-noon 
Saturday 10 a.m.-noon 
 
 Book reviews will be held on selected 
Mondays from 7 to 8 p.m.  Tentative dates are 
July 11, 18, 25 and August 1, 8, and 15.  Book 
selections are being finalized, but will include 
both fiction and non-fiction.  The library staff 
hopes to offer a children’s program on 
Wednesday mornings from 10 to 11 a.m. in July, 
which will include a story time and activities. 
 The final day of the library’s 2022 season will 
be September 30. 

 

The 2022 Mt. Gretna Campmeeting 
Heritage Festival 

Music Under the Trees, an MGCA Sponsored Event 
Series 
 The Community Activities Committee 
volunteers are proud to present the 19th Annual 
Heritage Music Festival. These family-friendly 
music events will be held at the Campmeeting 
Tabernacle on Saturday evenings from 7:30 p.m. 
until 9:00 p.m., rain or shine. 
 
June 11 Celtic Martins 
June 18 Smooth Jazz starring Olivia Perrin 
July 02 The Youngers 
July 09 Valentina Sounds 
August 13 Colebrook Road 
August 20 The Don Johnson Project 
 
 There is no charge for admission, but 
donations are welcomed, with a $10 per person 
donation suggested. Come out and support our 
local musicians.  The concert schedule will be 
posted on the MGCA website and will be 
available on the MTG Summer Calendar and on 
the events calendar at www.mtgretna.com as well. 
The Tabernacle is smoke-free, and alcohol is 
prohibited in this public area. 



 
Spring 2022 Newsletter P.O. Box 428, Mt. Gretna, PA 17064 www.mtgretnacampmeeting.com 
 Page 13 
 
 

2022 Bible Festival, a Tabernacle 
Association-Sponsored event series – 
Christian Spiritual Renewal in a 
Unique Victorian Setting 

Ecumenical Worship Services – Fridays in 
June, 7 p.m. at the MGCA Tabernacle 

June 3 “Compassionate the Hand of God” 
Pastor David Troxler 

June 10 “The Hand of God” Bishop John 
Schol 

June 17 “Our Times Are in Your Hands” Rev. 
Dr. Catherine Williams 

June 24 “Knowing and Obeying the Mind of 
God” Pastor John Yeatts 

Sunday Evening Worship Services & 
Concerts – 7 p.m. at the MGCA 
Tabernacle 

Please join us; there will be a free will offering. 
 
June 12 Stephen A. Allen, Conductor of the 

Lancaster British Brass Band 
June 19 Andy Roberts Jazz Quartet 
June 26 New Holland Band 
July 3 “An Evening of American Music.” 

The program will include folk songs, 
spirituals, musical theater, and 
patriotic themes. 

July 10 “Then Sings My Soul,” Beloved 
Hymns & Songs inspired by the 
Ministry of Billy Graham 

July 17 Herbert Smith, Ph.D., will be our 
preacher for the evening 

July 24  King’s Brass 
July 29 SPECIAL PROGRAM – Joe Martin 

and Sue Martin, soloist at Disney 
World for 20 years, present a program 
of sacred and secular music. 

July 31 Massed Choir 
August 3 Hymn Sing 
August 6 Handbell Festival 
August 7 Michael Faircloth, piano concert 
August 10 Brothers in Grace Gospel Quartet 
August 14 Men in Harmony 
August 22 Susquehanna Chorale 
August 29 Quintessentially Brass 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 

 Join us June, July, and August in the outdoor 
Tabernacle setting at 10 a.m. for services led by 
the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church’s Pastor 
Mike Remel 

Mt. Gretna Organ Series – 2022 

 Wednesday evenings in June – 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 
June 15 Tyler Canonico, Organist 
June 22 Ryan Brunkhurst, Organist 
June 29 Abbie Wood, Organist 
 

 
Larry McKenna’s Mt. Gretna Summer 
Concerts 

 Larry McKenna and his talented performers 
will kick off another summer of fun and great 
music on May 28.  Larry’s concerts offer a great 
way to spend a summer evening, with a 
combination of popular music, often some 
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audience participation, and if he’s having a good 
night, a little humor!  Concerts are held rain or 
shine at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday nights in the 
Tabernacle.  There is no admission fee, but 
attendees are encouraged to make a “pay-what-
you-want” contribution during the mid-show 
intermission. *  So, mark these dates on your 
calendar, and we’ll see you there! 
 
May 28 Best Television Theme Songs 
June 25 The Music of Barbra Streisand 
July 16 The Music of Whitney Houston 
July 23 Greatest Hits of Broadway 
July 30 The Music of The Beatles (Girls 

of Summer) 
August 27 The Crooners (from Cole to 

Bublé) 
September 3 The Music of Motown 
 
*Mt. Gretna Summer Concerts are sponsored in part by 
“Your Financial Community,” a Palmyra-based financial 
services firm. 
 
 

 
Mount Gretna Fire Department – 
Station 38 

 Please check our website: 
www.mtgretnafire.com or our Facebook page for 
more information. 
May 28 - Pancake & Sausage Breakfast, 7:30 

a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
June 12 - Bingo. Doors open at 11 a.m., Games 

start at 1:00 p.m. 

 

From the Office of the Mt. Gretna 
Campmeeting 

Welcome new Members! 

Darin & Jennifer Heilman – 5 Batdorf Avenue 
Rachel Shaak – 309 1st Street 
Stephanie Capkovic – 305 2nd Street 
Melissa Kreider – 111 1st Street 
Mary Dougherty – 400 Otterbein Avenue 
Frank Tomecek and Davie Warner – 114 

Otterbein Avenue 
Ozzie & Stephanie Torres – 108 5th Street 
Gretchen Thomas – 205 7th Street 
Jeff Minnich & Sarah Stuart – 209 1st Street 

Board of Managers Meetings 

 The MGCA Board of Managers meets 
monthly via Zoom™ on the third Tuesday of the 
month.  Members will receive an email invitation 
(sent to the primary email address on file at the 
MGCA office) to join the Zoom™ meetings.  
Additional individuals interested in attending 
should request the meeting link from the office in 
advance of the meeting dates.  The recorded 
session is posted to the MGCA website within 24-
hours of the meeting.  The video is located within 
the “Board of Managers” ribbon, by clicking on 
the “Board Meeting Minutes” drop-down menu.  
Members are encouraged to view these meetings 
and to submit questions/comments to 
office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org within ten days 
of the video’s posting.  All questions/comments 
are addressed at the next Board meeting and 
included with the official meeting record.  
Meeting minutes are the official record for the 
MGCA archives; the ZOOM™ video is deleted 
once the minutes are approved by the Board. 
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Rules & Regulations 

In an ongoing effort to enforce Campmeeting 
Rules, in the first quarter of 2022 (January-
March): 
No warnings were issued for Noise (Rule No. 
17); no fines were issued. 
One warning was issued for Trash (Rule No. 4); 
no fines were issued. 
No warnings were issued for Parking (Rule No. 
8); no fines were issued. 

Dumpsters 

 In an ongoing effort to enforce legal disposal 
of refuse, in the first quarter of 2022 (January – 
March): 
No warnings were issued. 
No fines were issued. 
No referrals were made to Cornwall Borough 
Police Department. 

Campmeeting Rental Opportunities 

 Heritage Park pavilion is available for rental 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The pavilion is 
available from April through October. The rental 
fee is $50 along with a $25 security deposit.  Be 
advised, rental is for the pavilion-only.  The 
surrounding park area, playground and restrooms 
remain available to the public.  Additional rental 
opportunities that exist for Members include 
Tabernacle rental, garage/shed rental (1st Street), 
parking space rental (Boehm Avenue), large 
parking space rental (1st Street, behind garages) 
and raised planting bed rental (Bell Avenue).  
Contact office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org for 
additional details or to request a rental 
application. 
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COMMITTEE ROSTER (Names in italics are MGCA committee members who do not serve on the Board 
of Managers) 

Executive 

Hal Myers, Chair 
Carmen Bianco 
Tammy Travitz 
Pat Wilmsen 

Buildings & Grounds 

Barb Myers—Chair 
Don Dale 
Joe Lamont 
George Leyh 
Doug Lorenzen 
Tim Maclean 
Katcha Neale 
Kevin Skovira 
Bob Travitz 
Pat Wilmsen 
Deborah Erb, Staff 
Caleb Arnold, 
Superintendent of 
Grounds 

Communications 

Hal Myers—Chair 
Pat Brosious 
Kevin Burd 
Christine Slotznick 
Kevin Wells 
Deborah Erb, Staff 

Community 
Activities/Recreation 

Tammy Travitz—Chair 
Esther Mefferd 
Kevin Wells 

Finance/Audit 

Pat Wilmsen—Chair 
Carmen Bianco 
Ted Martin 
Hal Myers 
Tammy Travitz 

Nominations/Election 

Esther Mefferd—Chair 
Carmen Bianco 
Kevin Burd 
Ted Martin 
Katcha Neale 

Property Ownership 

Kevin Burd—Chair 
Pat Brosious 
Pat Wilmsen 

Ad Hoc Archives 

Don Miller – Chair 
Carole Miller 
Deborah Erb, Staff 
Note: This is a sub-
committee of the 
Executive Committee 

Ad Hoc Advancement 

Pat Brosious, Chair 
Andrea George 
Ted Martin 
Note: This is a sub-
committee of the Finance 
Committee 

Ad Hoc Library 

Sally Marisic, Chair 
Margaret Hopkins 
Marcie Lloyd 
Joan Sherman – Community 
Rep 
Michelle Shay – Community 
Rep 
Note: This is a sub-
committee of the 
Community Activities 
Committee 
 

Ad Hoc Policy 

Katcha Neale, Chair 
Linda Campbell 
Ted Martin 
Deborah Erb, Staff 
Note: This is a sub-
committee of the 
Executive Committee 

Ad Hoc Tree Health & 
Maintenance 

Pat Wilmsen – Chair 
Ann Bering 
Jim Campbell 
Emily Johns 
Kathleen McKenna 
Vincie McMullen 
Katcha Neale 
Note: This is a sub-
committee of the Buildings 
& Grounds Committee 

Board of Trustees, Mt. 
Gretna Tabernacle 
Association* 

Ted Martin, President 
(Representing MGCA) 
Esther Mefferd, Vice-
President 
Carmen Bianco (MGCA) 
Kevin Burd (MGCA) 
Don Dale (MGCA) 
Ross Ellison 
Bob Kettering 
Lynne Kline 
Pat Wilmsen (MGCA) 
*A majority of Trustees 
must be MGCA Managers 
 

The Board of Managers 

and the year through which they serve 

Hal Myers, President (2024) 
Carmen Bianco, Vice-President (2024) 
Pat Wilmsen, Treasurer (2022) 
Tammy Travitz, Secretary (2022) 
Kevin Burd (2023) 
Don Dale (2022) 
Joe Lamont (2024) 
Ted Martin (2023) 
Katcha Neale (2024) 
Esther Mefferd – Tabernacle Assoc. Rep.  
Open Seat (2023) 
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