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Welcome to New Cottage Owners 

 Karin Guerrini 

611 1st Street 

 Andrew & Kelly Goodman 

109 3rd Street 

 

 

 

Mt. Gretna Campmeeting News 
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“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately.” – Henry 
David Thoreau 

 
 Have you ever noticed the unique and creative street signs throughout Campmeeting as you go on 

walks?  Mount Gretna’s very own visionary artist, Kathy Lindert, has kept the tradition alive!  Former 

resident Fred Swarr painted the original street signs, and Kathy has stepped up to paint replacements for 8th 

Street, Boehm Avenue, and Castle Avenue.  Kathy uses composite board and acrylic paint to create 

replacements for signs weathered by the elements, and is ready to help out as needed in the future. 

 

 Kathy retired in 2019 from the World Bank in Washington, D.C. where she led teams that helped 

multiple countries develop systems for social assistance and pensions.  She has been a full-time artist since 

her retirement. 

  

 Kathy’s art has impacted people outside Mount Gretna, too!  Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, she 

was a copyist at the National Gallery of Art where she spent countless hours working on master copies of 

paintings in the museum.  “I was studying and copying the paintings of Titian because I’m obsessed with the 

methods of the old masters and their paint handling.  While painting there, I got to explain the methods to 

school groups and other visitors as part of NGA’s education and outreach efforts.  The program is finally 

kicking back into gear next month.”  Additionally, Kathy’s art has been featured in The Artist’s Magazine, a 

television documentary, as well as local, national and international exhibitions and competitions.  Kathy 

earned the Excellence Award from the National Oil and Acrylic Painters’ Society and was a finalist in the 

16th Annual Salon.   

 

 Kathy and her husband, Joel, first visited Mount Gretna in 2021 while on a cross country adventure 

together in their camper van.  Joel told her of “...an adorable little town in a forest up in Pennsylvania that 

he had biked through 10 years earlier.”  As Kathy and Joel approached Mount Gretna, Kathy exhaled.  

“Sometimes you must travel far to find what is near.”  Thus, the couple named their Chautauqua cottage 

“Unexpected Magic”.  Throughout her life, Kathy has lived in Paris, California, and Washington, D.C. but 

Mount Gretna is home. 

  

 As is the case with most of the residents of Mount Gretna, Kathy lists a number of things she loves 

the most – “The absolutely wonderful people and community; living in the forest; the creative feel that 

permeates every nook of the town; adorable cottages with welcoming porches and funny names; the 
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Playhouse Theater and Tabernacle shows and architecture; the sense of volunteerism in the community; the 

annual art show; the sounds of joy coming from the lake in the summer…the tiny library with Ryan Fretz’ 

succulent displays out front; Mrs. Hernley’s flower stand…ice cream at The Jigger Shop…first Fridays and 

Cabaret shows at the Timbers…hidden fairy gardens all over town…there is so much to love!” 

 

 Kathy and Joel plan to remain in Mount Gretna for many decades to come.  They made a lifelong 

commitment to contribute in as many ways as possible.  A future project that Kathy would like to paint is of 

people jumping off the high diving board at the lake.  Risk seekers and adrenaline junkies of Mount Gretna 

just might be in her next award-winning masterpiece. 

 

 For questions about Kathy’s art or to see samples of her work, visit her website at 

https://www.kathylindertart.com.   
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Favorite Book Game Afternoon and Potluck 

Join us February 4th for an afternoon of Sequence, Five Crowns, Monopoly or your favorite card or 

board game. We’ll supply the games or bring your favorites!   

 

Come over at 1 p.m. for a full afternoon of play or join us later in the afternoon for just a round or 

two. Bring a dish that reminds you of a favorite book and meet your neighbors for a fun winter afternoon of 

games before a yummy potluck supper.  

  

Mark your calendars--We’ll have another game afternoon and potluck on 

Saturday, March 4. 
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Water Tower Replacement Project – Update 

For those who have not been in the Campmeeting, during December and January the demolition 

crew removed the water tower, its support base, and the foundation. Next, work will begin to prepare the 

site for the new foundation. Weather permitting, materials will be delivered mid-February. The site remains 

an active work zone, so community members should avoid the area.  

 

Overall, the project remains on target, and we thank you for your water conservation efforts during 

this time when we are purchasing water from the Mt. Gretna Authority. 

 

Eight of the Best Hikes in Lebanon County 

On one of our warmer winter days, would you like to check out some trails in our own town or 

others that are nearby? 

 

 Appalachian Trail – https://appalachiantrail.org/  

o 9.5 miles of the Appalachian Trail run through Lebanon County. Locals and thru-hikers can 

explore the wilderness of northern Lebanon County while they trek along the world’s 

longest hiking-only footpath. 

o Mostly running through Swatara State Park and the Stony Valley area, this section of the trail 

passes by a shelter at Rausch Gap and the Waterville Iron Bridge, originally built in 1890 and 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 Boxcar Rocks – http://www.stonyvalley.com/boxcar.html 

o The Boxcar Rocks are one of many hiking destinations in Lebanon County. Hikers can reach 

the rocks after about 10 minutes of hiking on the State Game Lands #211 public trail, 

accessible from a gravel lot just off of Gold Mine Road. 

o The Boxcar Rocks are conglomerate rocks believed to date back to the last ice age. The 

rocks resemble a whale and/or boxcars and form 

cavities and collapsed sections, extending for 

thousands of feet along the ridge of the Blue 

Mountains. If you hike along the ridge, you’ll see 

scenic views of the surrounding valleys and even 

get a glimpse of the nearby Lebanon Reservoir. 

 Governor Dick – http://www.parkatgovernordick.org/  

o Governor Dick, located in southern Lebanon near 

Mount Gretna, has 16 miles of trails, an 

observation tower with a five-county view, and an 

education center within its 1,105 acres of wooded 

park. Accessible from trailheads along Route 117 

and Pinch Road, the property 

o Visiting the park is an opportunity to hike, walk, 

mountain bike ride, horseback ride, learn more 

about special interests, take in the views, or a 

combination of these opportunities. Several trails 
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are designated for fans of bouldering. Other trails include signposts with information about 

the history of the park and its inhabitants, which include oil magnate Clarence Schock and 

namesake Governor Dick, the collier who produced charcoal on the mountainside. 

o If you plan to see the view from the tower, be aware that the climb takes place on nine 

ladders going both up and down. 

 Lebanon Valley Rail Trail – https://lvrailtrail.com/  

o The Lebanon Valley Rail Trail is a growing outdoor space for those in Lebanon County. Its 

more than 18 miles of trail winds through southern Lebanon, the City of Lebanon, and 

beyond. Its accessibility and easygoing feel make it a great trail for those seeking a casual 

hike. 

o Hikers, walkers, runners, bike riders, mountain bike riders, and horseback riders alike can 

enjoy the longest section of trail from Lebanon through Mount Gretna and Lawn. Shorter 

sections also exist next to Jonestown and the Union Canal. 

o The overarching plan of Lebanon Valley Rails-to-Trails, the organization responsible for 

designing and developing the trail, is to connect all segments together, eventually forming a 

complete link between Lancaster County’s Conewago Recreation Trail and Swatara State 

Park. 

 Middle Creek – 

https://www.pgc.pa.gov/InformationResources/AboutUs/ContactInformation/Southeast/Middle

CreekWildlifeManagementArea/Pages/default.aspx  

o Middle Creek is a 6,254-acre wildlife management area that borders Lebanon and Lancaster 

counties. Middle Creek’s visitors can stop by its interactive visitor center, participate in 

special hunts, hike on its more than 20 miles of trails, and observe the area’s wildlife. 

o While the paved road around the central lake is the most popular route for visitors to take, it 

would be a mistake to overlook the other trails in the surrounding woods. The Elder’s Run 

and Middle Creek routes, for instance, can be linked up to the Volunteer and Fireline trails 

to make for a nice loop of around 3.5 miles. Many other routes can be plotted out with the 

use of the official map. 

 Stoever’s Dam – https://visitlebanonvalley.com/business/stoevers-dam-park/ 

 

o Stoever’s Dam, located between the 

City of Lebanon and North Lebanon 

Township, has a 153-acre park that 

encompasses a 23.5-acre lake. Visitors to 

the park can hike on a lakeside trail, boat 

and fish at the lake, camp on the 

grounds with a permit, picnic with 

benches, fire rings, and pavilions with a 

reservation, and sightsee. 

 

 

https://visitlebanonvalley.com/business/stoevers-dam-park/
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 Stony Valley Trail – http://www.stonyvalley.com/rail-trail.html  

o The Stony Valley Trail snakes through Lebanon, Schuylkill, and Dauphin counties and is 

part of the State Game Lands #211 public trail. Explore the trail by hiking, mountain bike 

riding, horseback riding, bringing a walking stroller or wagon, or by attending an annual 

driving tour. 

o Especially appealing for hikers who want a more remote area to explore, Stony Valley 

contains plenty of interesting hiking destinations and sights to see, including the remains of a 

19th century resort and a ghost town built along the former railway. In addition to the 

Boxcar Rocks, nearby features include The Spot, the American Holly Grove, the Inscription 

Tree, and the Second Mountain Hawk Watch. 

o Just be careful if you’re hiking in the valley in the warmer seasons — venomous timber 

rattlesnakes are known to inhabit the area. 

 Swatara State Park – 

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/SwataraStatePark/Pages/default.aspx  

o The Swatara State Park offers those in Lebanon and Schuylkill counties a 3,520-acre escape 

from the hustle and bustle with views of the Swatara Creek along with the nature and 

wildlife from wetlands, fields, and woodlands. Hike, bike, mountain bike, ski, horseback ride, 

kayak, fish, hunt, or simply watch the wildlife. Simply put, the park is one of the best 

locations in the area for doing a 

little bit of everything. 

o In addition to the views, the trails 

also provide some glimpses into 

the park’s past. The ruins of old 

lock systems can be seen along 

the banks of the Swatara, and the 

hand-built, publicly accessible 

Bordner’s Cabin makes for a nice 

detour from the Bear Hole Trail 

on the south side of the creek. 

 

Reference 

Gonzalez, L. (2023). Eight of the best hikes in 

Lebanon County. LebTown.  

 

  

Photo Submitted by Ben Slotznick 
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Help Wanted… 

Mount Gretna Fire Company needs volunteers!  

 

The Fire Company is in need of local volunteers for the following 

positions: 

 Firefighters 

 Fire Police Officers 

 EMTs / First Responders 

 Support and Fundraising Personnel 

 

To volunteer, stop by the Fire House (41 Boulevard Avenue) any Monday 

evening between 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. or call 717-964-3511. 

 

In Case You Missed It… 

The MGCA Board of Managers currently holds hybrid meetings; welcoming Members to their 

monthly meetings in person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church and from their homes/other 

locations through video conferencing software. If you didn’t get a chance to attend the January Meeting, you 

can check out the video recording by following the link on this web page: 

https://www.mtgretnacampmeeting.com/reports.shtml. Once approved, meeting minutes will be posted to 

the same web page.    

 

You are welcome to attend the Board’s next meeting at 6:30 p.m. on February 21, in the Mt. Gretna 

United Methodist Church's Ebenezer Room.  In mid-February, Members will be sent an email invitation to 

register for the February meeting via a Zoom video conference link.  We look forward to seeing you at the 

February meeting! 

 

Luke 3:11 

Lebanon Rescue Mission provides shelter, clinical services, and other support to those in need.  

They will be providing “Sunday Suppers'' through the end of April (except for February 12 and a noon meal 

on April 9).  The time for the suppers is 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. except for Easter Sunday (April 9) when the 

meal will take place from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The “Sunday Supper” program is available to anyone in 

need of a hot meal.  All meals will be served as “to go” meals to 

ensure social distancing. 

 

Lebanon Rescue Mission 

1223 Bittner Boulevard,  Lebanon 

Phone:  717-273-2301 

Website:  https://www.lebanonrescuemission.org/  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/LebanonRescueMission/  
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Say Cheese! 

 
 

The Communications Committee is always looking for photo 

submissions from around our community.  Please send any photos that you take 

in Mount Gretna and they might be featured in an upcoming newsletter.  If your 

submissions include people in them, please note their names in the email with 

the pictures. 

Email them to office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org. 

 

 

 

 

On the Horizon – Happening in Our Community – Mark Your Calendars 

 February 4 – Groundhog Breakfast at the MTG Fire Hall 

o 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

o 10:15 a.m. – Grady the Groundhog  

 

 February 4 – Favorite Book Game Afternoon and Potluck Supper at the MTG United Methodist 

Church 

o 1:00 p.m. – Board and card games  

o 5:00 p.m. – Dinner  

o See event announcement in this newsletter for more information 

 

 February 11 – Souper Bowl: Soup-To-Go at the MTG United Methodist Church 

o See advertisement in this newsletter for more information 

o All proceeds from the soup sale and the canned soup collected will be donated to the 

Lebanon County Christian Ministries 

o 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 

 February 14 – Happy Valentine’s Day 

o This is your gentle reminder not to forget the special lady or gentleman in your life today! 

 

 February 15 – Singles Awareness Day 

o Treat yourself to something nice.  Spend some time with a friend or two. 

 

 February 20 – Presidents Day 

o This is a federal holiday.  Banks, the post office, etc. will be closed. 

o This holiday has been celebrated since 1879 
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 February 21 – MGCA Board Meeting 

o 6:30 p.m. 

o Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

 

 March 4 – Game Afternoon and Potluck Supper at the MTG United Methodist Church 

o 1:00 p.m. – Board and card games  

o 5:00 p.m. – Dinner  

 

 March 12 – Bingo at the MTG Fire Hall 

o 11:00 a.m. – Doors open 

o 1:00 p.m. – Games start 

o 20 games 

 

 March 21 – MGCA Board Meeting 

o 6:30 p.m. 

o Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

 

 April 16 – Bingo at the MTG Fire Hall 

o 11:00 a.m. – Doors open 

o 1:00 p.m. – Games start 

o 20 games 

 

 April 18 – MGCA Board Meeting 

o 6:30 p.m. 

o Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

 

 April 22 – Earth Day 

o Be on the lookout for information about activities in Campmeeting on this day 

 

 May 16 – MGCA Board Meeting 

o 6:30 p.m. 

o Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

 

 May 26 and May 27 at 7:30 p.m., May 28 at 2:00 p.m. – Strictly Platonic, a romantic musical comedy  

o Performances at the Tabernacle   

o Tickets and information at: https://www.larrymckenna.com/strictly-platonic.html  

 

 May 27 – Pancake & Sausage Breakfast at the MTG Fire Hall 

o 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

On Facebook Mount Gretna Campmeeting – Click on 
Subscribe 

Send your email address updates to: 
 Office@Mt GretnaCampmeeting.org 

Please visit and bookmark: mtgretnacampmeeting.com 



 

 

Mt. Gretna Campmeeting Association 
P.O. Box 428 
Mt. Gretna, PA 17064-0428 
717-964-3040 

 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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