
Mt. Gretna Campmeeting News 

2023 Assessment Reminder 

The MGCA Annual Assessment has three payment options as listed below.  Please remember 

that if you elect to take advantage of the Early-Payment option, the deadline for payment is March 

31, 2023. 

 Early-Payment (2% Discount) option—paid by March 31, 2023. 

 Multi-Payment option—paid in three installments on February 28, April 30, and June 30, 

2023. 

 Full-Payment option—paid by June 30, 2023. 

The Mt. Gretna Campmeeting Association is fully supported by this Member Assessment.  

Collection of it is vital to the business of Campmeeting and the projects necessary to maintain the 

community.  If you’ve already submitted this year’s Assessment—we 

thank you for your prompt attention. If you find yourself in a situation 

where extenuating circumstances make it difficult to meet these 

deadlines, please contact the MGCA Office Manager.
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Game Break and Spring Potluck  

Take a break from your Saturday chores and join us March 4th for Sequence, Five Crowns, Monopoly or your 

favorite card or board game. We’ll supply the games or bring your favorites!   

Come over at 3 p.m. for a couple of hours of play and then join your neighbors at 5 p.m. for a yummy potluck 

supper. 



March 2023 Newsletter P.O. Box 428, Mt. Gretna, PA 17064 www.mtgretnacampmeeting.com 
Page 3

WATER TOWER PROJECT UPDATE 

The concrete work is in process; the foundation has been poured.  The materials to build the forms 

for the concrete supporting structure were delivered.  In the coming weeks the concrete work will continue as 

weather permits.  In that regard, we have been fortunate. 

We are still on time and materials are arriving as needed.  There is no update on the availability for the 

generator so we will most likely operate without one until next spring.  Please understand that we previously 

did not have a generator, so the impact on our community should be minimal. 

Photos Submitted by Ben Slotznick 

Welcome Spring!

With the arrival of spring, it is time to bid farewell to winter and look forward to sunny 

weather!  Environmental wellness is having good health by occupying, stimulating environments that support 

well-being.  It promotes interaction with nature and also creates an enjoyable personable environment.

Gardening Information Links
 Gardening Calendar: What to Plant Now? 

o https://www.gardeningstuffs.com/what-to-plant-now/
 Do These 10 Things in March to Have the Perfect Garden 

o https://balconygardenweb.com/do-these-10-things-in-march-to-have-the-perfect-garden/
 March Gardening: What You Need to Do this Month 

o https://simplysmartgardening.com/march-gardening/
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Online Resources
 7 eco-friendly smart phone/tablet/iPad/etc. Apps to 
help you help the environment 
o  Oroeco 
 Raises awareness about the impact of a single person on 
climate change, global warming, and other consequential 
occurrences.  This app will track your carbon footprint, 
track your climate impact, analyze your lifestyle, give 
actionable tips, and help reduce pollution and save you 
money. 

o We Don’t Have Time Climate Change 
 This app allows you to learn about the actions you can take to protect the environment 

and help share with others. 
o Waterprint 

 This app is designed to calculate your water footprint and help you save water. 
o Good Guide 

 This is an app that will help you learn which products are ethical, green, and safe to 
use. 

o Carma Carpooling 
 This is an app to help you connect with people in your area traveling to the same 

destination as you. 
o iRecycle 

 This is an app that helps you find nearby recycling opportunities for anything you need 
to recycle. 

o GreenChoice 
 This is a free app that helps you easily buy the best food products for you and the 

environment, while saving you time and money. 

Outside Mt. Gretna Spring Activities
 Hershey Gardens – Guided Walk Schedule 

o https://www.hersheygardens.org/events/
 Walking Groups in Our Area 

o Numerous opportunities, including Mount Gretna Area Women Outdoors 
o https://www.meetup.com/topics/walkers/us/pa/hershey/

 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show – March 4-12 
o This is the largest and oldest flower show in the world
o https://phsonline.org/the-flower-show

Submitted by April Gainer

Submitted by Joyce Ruhl
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Creamy Crockpot Crack Chicken
Submitted by Charlotte Friese

Have you heard about this scrumptious meal that was at the January potluck dinner this 
winter?  Ask anyone who attended and they will rave about this one.  Thank you to Charlotte 
Friese for sharing the recipe with us.

This Creamy Crockpot Crack Chicken has all the delicious flavors of crack dip, plus tender slow-
cooked chicken.  And it is amazingly easy to make.

Prep Time:  10 minutes       Cook Time:  6 hours  Serves:  6

397 calories

Ingredients
 2 lbs chicken breasts 
 1 pkt ranch dressing mix 
 One 8-ounce block cream cheese 
 ½-¾ cup cooked crumbled bacon 
 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
 4 green onions 
 Buns 
 Charlotte’s secret ingredient (not a secret anymore):  1 can of Original Rotel 

Instructions
 In crockpot add chicken, sprinkle with ranch and then place cream cheese on top. 
 Cover and cook on low for 6-7 hours. 
 Remove lid, shred chicken and stir into the cream cheese in the crockpot. 
 Add Rotel, cheddar cheese, bacon and green onions and give it a stir to combine. 
 Serve on buns, croissants, tortillas, etc. 
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Encore!  Encore!  Bravo!  Bravo!

Founders Hall Grand Reopening

 Saturday, March 4 – This is Winter Family Weekend at Milton Hershey School – All events listed 
below are FREE OF CHARGE

o 12:30 P.M. to 1 P.M. – Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 
o 1:15 P.M. – Experience the Visitors Center, Rotunda, Auditorium Doors Open 
o 2:00 P.M. – How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying in the newly renovated 

Auditorium – Massive changes to accommodate more visitors 
o Directions from Mt. Gretna 

 Rte 322 West to the first traffic circle in Hershey 
 Turn left in traffic circle 
 Parking lots are just up the hill on the right and left 
 Turn right onto Brook Drive for more parking 

 How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying Showtimes – FREE ADMISSION – NO 
TICKETS REQUIRED – SEATING IS FIRST COME FIRST SERVED

o Thursday, March 2 – 7 P.M. 
o Friday, March 3 – 7 P.M. 
o Saturday, March 4 – 2 P.M. (after the ribbon-cutting ceremony – see above for more details) 
o Saturday, March 4 – 7 P.M. 

 More info about the musical 
o Won 7 Tony Awards 
o Movie released in 1967 that was based on the musical 
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How to Mulch a Tree
By David R. Jackson – Penn State University Former Extension Educator, Renewable Natural Resources 

1. Mulch out, not up.  No deeper than the heel of your hand, generally 2-4 inches.  Mulch less if soil is 
poorly drained or using finely textured mulch. 

2. Back off from the trunk.  Keep all mulch away from the trunk of the tree, allowing the root flare to 
show just above ground level. 

3. Mulch to the tree’s drip line, if possible.  Remember the drip line moves out as the tree grows. 
4. Go organic.  Arborists recommend organic mulches.  They provide tree health benefits as they 

decompose. 
5. Keep the trunk dry and the roots moist. 
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Happy Birthday Pennsylvania!

In honor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 342nd birthday, the following museums 
offer FREE ADMISSION on Sunday, March 12th

 FREE admission to the Landis Valley Village & Farm Museum 
o Hours:  12 P.M. to 4 P.M. 
o A Pennsylvania German Heritage Site 
o Craft demonstrators on-site, multiple buildings open 
o Free scavenger hunt for children at the Visitor Center 
o Museum Store open 
o 2451 Kissel Hill Road, Lancaster, PA 
o Visit https://www.landisvalleymuseum.org/ for more information 

 FREE admission to the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania
o Hours:  12 P.M. to 4 P.M. 
o Illustrates the stories of all railroads, its manufacturers, its workers, the industries 

railroads support, and the travelers on railroads in Pennsylvania 
o The first structure in North America built specifically as a railroad Museum 
o 300 Gap Road, Strasburg, PA 
o Visit https://www.rrmuseumpa.org/ for more information 

 FREE admission to the Ephrata Cloister
o Hours:  12 P.M. to 4 P.M. 
o Preserving a Legacy of William Penn’s Holy Experiment 
o 632 W Main Street, Ephrata, PA 
o Visit https://ephratacloister.org/ for more information 

 FREE admission to The State Museum of Pennsylvania  
o Hours:  12 P.M. to 5 P.M. (galleries close at 4:30 P.M.) 
o Charter Day Celebration – William Penn received the charter for Pennsylvania 

from the King of England 342 years ago on this day 
o The Pennsylvania Charter will be on display on March 12 ONLY making 

this a cannot-miss event 
o Includes the Planetarium, the Curiosity Connection and galleries 
o 300 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 
o Visit http://statemuseumpa.org/ for more information 

 FREE admission to the Daniel Boone Homestead  
o 50 miles from Mt. Gretna 
o Opens for seasonal tours beginning on March 4 (with entrance fee – but, March 

12th is FREE for everyone) 
o 400 Daniel Boone Road, Birdsboro, PA 
o Visit https://www.thedanielboonehomestead.org/ for more information 

 FREE admission to the Pennsylvania Anthracite Museum  
o A bit further but is nice for a day trip – Scranton, PA 
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o Diverse regional collections represent all facets of work, life and values of the 
region’s ethnic communities. 

o The story of hard coal mining, its related industries, and the immigrant culture of 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 

o The Museum tells the story of the people who came from Europe to work in the 
anthracite mining and textiles industries 

o 22 Bald Mountain Road, Scranton, PA 
o Visit http://www.anthracitemuseum.org/ for more information 

Photo courtesy of Mount Gretna Fire Company 
Songs and Stories of Old Railroad Days

Mt. Gretna Area Historical Society 
Photo Credit:  Marcie Lloyd 
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One Book, One Community 

The Community Activities & Recreation Committee is excited to start our "One Book, One 

Community" book discussion in March. We'll be discussing I Never Thought of It That Way by Mónica 

Guzmán. 

The discussion will continue in April and May and will be in person and/or via Zoom (you can choose 

which attendance format works best for you each month). Anyone from anywhere is welcome and we hope 

that our neighbors will help spread the word :) and join the discussion. 

As noted above, each month we’ll be discussing a different part of the book.  We’re thrilled that 

author Mónica Guzmán will join the discussion on May 8. 

To attend the discussion virtually, please email the MGCA Office (office@mtgretnacampmeeting.org) 

at least one week before the discussion to request a Zoom link.  

Campmeeting Christmas Tree Bonfire
Photo Credit:  Nate Godfrey

“That door is too small for me, Dad.” – Winston Wells
Photo Credit:  Kevin C. Wells
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On the Horizon – Happening In Our Community – Mark Your Calendars

March 3 – World Wildlife Day
 A United Nations International day to celebrate all the world’s wild animals and plants and the contribution 

that they make to our lives and the health of the planet 
 This date is the 50th birthday of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora signed in 1973 
 Visit www.wildlifeday.org/en for more information 

March 3, 4, and 5 – Oliver!, Cedar Crest High School Musical
 7:00 p.m. – Friday and Saturday 
 2:30 p.m. – Sunday afternoon 
 Cedar Crest High School, 115 East Evergreen Road, Lebanon 
 Visit Events & Activities – Cornwall-Lebanon School District for more information 

March 4 – Game Afternoon and Potluck Supper at the MTG United Methodist Church
 3:00 p.m. – Board and card games  
 5:00 p.m. – Dinner  
 See event announcement in this newsletter for more information 

March 12 – Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 a.m.
 Move your clocks forward (ahead) by 1 hour  
 Many electronic devices will change automatically 

March 12 – The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 342nd Birthday
 See event announcement in this newsletter for more information 

March 12 – National Plant-a-Flower Day
 Plant a flower in honor of the vital role flowers play in our ecosystems, history, religion, traditions and 

inspiration 

March 12 – Bingo at the MTG Fire Hall
 11:00 a.m. – Doors open 
 1:00 p.m. – Games start 
 20 games 

March 13 – One Book, One Community Discussion (Initial discussion)
 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 Mount Gretna United Methodist Church Ebenezer Room 
 See event announcement in this newsletter for more information 

March 18 – Global Recycling Day
 This day was created in 2018 to help recognize, and celebrate, the importance recycling plays in preserving our 

precious primary resources and securing the future of our planet 
 Visit www.globalrecyclingday.com for more information 

March 20 – First day of Spring
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March 21 – World Planting Day
 Did you know that a mature tree can absorb 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year? Or that 1 acre of forest can 

absorb double your car’s yearly output of carbon dioxide? Trees are incredibly important for a variety of 
reasons, and World Planting Day is an excellent opportunity to take it upon yourself to plant a tree and have a 
lasting impact on our planet. 

 Visit www.sankofanola.org/world-planting-day/ for more information 

March 21 – MGCA Board Meeting
 6:30 p.m. 
 Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

April 5 – Passover begins at sunset

April 9 – Easter 

April 10 – One Book, One Community Discussion (Second of three sessions)
 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 Mount Gretna United Methodist Church Ebenezer Room 
 See event announcement in this newsletter for more information 

April 16 – Bingo at the MTG Fire Hall
 11:00 a.m. – Doors open 
 1:00 p.m. – Games start 
 20 games 

April 18 – MGCA Board Meeting
 6:30 p.m. 
 Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

April 22 – Earth Day in Campmeeting
 Earth Day Activities from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 MGCA Open Forum in the Tabernacle beginning at 1 p.m. 
 Be on the lookout for information about activities in the April Newsletter 

May 8 – One Book, One Community Discussion (Final discussion)
 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 Mount Gretna United Methodist Church Ebenezer Room 
 Author Mónica Guzmán will join the May 8th discussion  
 See event announcement in this newsletter for more information 

May 14 – Mother’s Day

May 16 – MGCA Board Meeting
 6:30 p.m. 
 Virtual/In-Person at the Mt. Gretna United Methodist Church 

May 26 and May 27 at 7:30 p.m., May 28 at 2:00 p.m. – Strictly Platonic, a romantic musical comedy 
 Performances at the Tabernacle   
 Tickets and information at: https://www.larrymckenna.com/strictly-platonic.html

May 27 – Pancake & Sausage Breakfast at the MTG Fire Hall
 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

May 29 – Memorial Day
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Campmeeting Rental Opportunities

Heritage Park pavilion is available for rental on a first-come, first-served basis.  The pavilion is 

available from April through October.  The rental fee is $50, and there is a $25 security deposit.  Please be 

advised, rental is for the pavilion only.  The surrounding park area, playground and restrooms remain available 

to the public.  Additional rental opportunities that exist for Members include Tabernacle rental, garage/shed 

rental (1st Street), parking space rental (Boehm Avenue), and large parking space rental (1st Street behind the 

garages).  At this time, the raised planting beds on Bell Avenue are not available for rent.  Contact the MCGA 

Office at office@campmeeting.org for additional details or to request a rental application. 

And the last two photographs for our March photo album… 

Photo Credit: Joyce Ruhl Photo Credit: Kevin C. Wells

On Facebook Mount Gretna Campmeeting – Click on 
Subscribe

Send your email address updates to:
 Office@Mt GretnaCampmeeting.org

Please visit and bookmark: mtgretnacampmeeting.com
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Save the Date: April 22, 2023

Earth Day in Campmeeting
9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. – Earth Day activities
1 p.m. – Open Forum in the Tabernacle

More details in the April Newsletter


