Mt. Gretna Gampmeeting News

May 21 Special Membership Meeting - Charter & Bylaws Vote

A Special Meeting of the Members of the Mt. Gretna Campmeeting Association will be held on May
21, 2024, for the purpose of voting on the proposed revisions to the Charter & Bylaws.

e The Board conducted the first reading of the proposed changes to the MGCA Charter &
Bylaws at its regular March meeting. A link to the first reading document is below.

e A second reading of the revised Charter & Bylaws is scheduled for the regular April Board
Meeting, to be held on April 16.

In accordance with the current “Charter & By-Laws” of the Mount Gretna Campmeeting
Association, a vote of the Membership to accept the proposed changes will be held at a Special
Meeting:

1. Date and Time: May 21, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. The Special Meeting will be held before the
regular monthly Board Meeting.

2. Quorum: A quorum, or 10% of the Membership households, must be present.

3. Passing Vote: Two-thirds of the Members present at the Special Meeting must vote in favor
of the changes to the Charter & Bylaws for the motion to pass. (Reminder: One vote per
household, or where multiple properties are owned by the same group of owners there is
one vote per household group.)

4. Place of Meeting: The Special Meeting will be held via Zoom only.

5. Zoom Registration Deadline: All Members wishing to attend the Special Meeting must
register for the meeting by May 21 at 6 a.m. The link to register for the Special Meeting is
below.

6. Method of Vote. Voting procedures will be shared with Members in the coming weeks.

A reminder of this Special Meeting will be sent to the Membership on a biweekly basis through May.

Link to the first reading document
Link to register for the Special meeting


http://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/regulations.shtml#proposedlawrulepol
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9npXMjmTQOS81SNAWQb54Q

Annual Porch Sale

The annual Campmeeting Porch Sale will
be held, rain or shine, on Saturday, May
25, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. Campmeeting
cottage owners who would like their
address to be included on the porch sale
map should email or call the MGCA office
by May 13. This event is open to the
public and is sponsored by the MGCA
Community Activities Committee.

MGCA Members will receive a copy of
the porch sale map via a Camp Connect
communication a few days before the sale.
The porch sale map will be posted on the
MGCA website for easy access. A map
will be posted on the bulletin board
outside the Library and at the Tabernacle.
Please do not remove the map from the boards.

April 13, 2024
Earth Day Community Garden Clean-Up in Campmeeting
9 a.m. to Noon

Join your neighbors for a morning of camaraderie and fun by
participating in the 54" annual Earth Day (a little early). We need your
help to revitalize the Community Garden after the winter

season. Bring your energy, shovels, rakes and garden gloves — meet at
the Garden at 9:00 a.m.

A Message from MGCA Superintendent Nate Godfrey

MGCA Superintendent, Nate Godfrey, has created another video
in the Super Series. In this short video, Nate gives some words of
advice (and humor) as we welcome spring in Campmeeting.

Please visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1fqYH877i0

While you are watching the video, consider subscribing to the
MGCA channel. It is FREE! Just click the red "Subscribe" button.

Thank you
Submitted by Joyce Rubl y
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Springtime and the Evolution of Our Community Garden
By Vincie McMullen on behalf of the Tree Committee

You know it’s springtime in Gretna when you are greeted
at dawn with birdsong. Soon to follow will be the sights
and sounds of bees and butterflies. All of these spring
arrivals pollinate our flowers, and they are also a vital part
of the slow but sure process of creating a woodland
Community Garden.

Our Garden, like everything in nature, is a work in
progress. Right now, we’ve got taller plants which, frankly,
don’t exactly look like the cover of Better Homes and
Gardens. These varieties are there for the benefit of those
pollinators, who will work their magic to encourage the
growth of shrubs and immature trees. Leaving the plant
stalks up in winter provides homes for all life stages of
these insects, from egg to pupa to larvae to adult. As the
trees grow taller (we’ve noticed wonderful progress in our
saplings and young trees!), their shade will cause those
taller plants to die off, and our Garden will literally
become a walk in the woods. Check out this link for more
on pollinator plants: https://positivelypa.com/planting-

for-pollinators/. Submitted by Mary Dougherty
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Garden, so you can view their fascinating activity.

Right now, our Community Garden is like a seventh-grader with braces: Beauty is on the horizon.
The evolution of a forest is a slow process, but like every big, beautiful tree in our precious canopy,
it’s well worth the wait.

What You Need to Know About Spring Leaf and Stick
Collection

Regular leaf collection will resume this month, continue through the end of May, then start again in
the fall. Spring collection will be similar to collection procedures executed in the fall; and more
detailed information can be found on the MGCA website under the Local Setvices tab, and then
under MGCA Services.

Collection of sticks (sticks and branches only) will continue periodically throughout the year.

e Leaf piles may contain leaves, pine cones and pine needles ONLY! (See the latest
Superintendent’s video, “Super Series #4” for an explanation.)

Sticks MUST be placed in a separate pile.
Both piles must be free of pet waste, stones, and foreign objects.
Piles that do not meet these requirements will NOT be collected.

Please contact the Superintendent if you have any questions regarding what may or may not
be collected as part of MGCA provided services.
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection - Right at Your
Doorstep!

As you are embarking on “Spring Cleaning” in your cottage, you may be wondering how to get rid
of all those partially-full paint cans, old fluorescent light bulbs, batteries, etc. that you &#ow should
not be put out with your weekly trash. We’ve got the answer!

For a reasonable $15 fee, Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority will come to your home and pick up
your hazardous household waste and dispose of it properly. There is a limit of 10 cans of paint per
household (so combine your leftovers into as few cans as possible). Just call 1-800-742-5542
Extension 123, or schedule a pick up online at MXI Fnvironmental Services I.ebanon County

Program.

More details about the program and the full list (it’s long!) of items GLRA will be pick-up can be
found on the GLRA website at: https://www.goglra.org/2170/Household-Hazardous-Waste.

In case you wondered, empty, fully-dried paint cans can be included in weekly trash.

Member Spotlight: Campmeeting Cottage Owner Embraces

Carmel Charm
By Kevin C. Wells

During the winter months, some Campmeeting residents migrate to warmer climates, seeking refuge
from the chill. Among these travelers is John Barton, a member of our community who resides at
times in Carmel, California, yet remains deeply connected to the spirit of Campmeeting.

During a recent conversation, John shared insights into his winter retreat and the allure of Carmel.
While Campmeeting serves as his primary residence, John's cottage, like many others, was never
intended as a year-round residence. From November through April, he finds solace in the serene
coastal beauty of Carmel.

Nestled on the Central Coast, Carmel has a population of 3,722 and is located 89 miles south of San
Francisco. Despite its small size, Carmel captivates visitors with its mild climate, characterized by
daily highs ranging from 60°F in January to 70°F in August. Even in the coldest month, January,
lows rarely dip below 43°F, offering comfortable conditions year-round.

Described as a "quaint coastal town" and a "village in a forest overlooking a white sand beach,"
Carmel exudes a fairytale-like charm. The town's allure extends beyond its picturesque scenery, as it
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has also been home to notable figures such as Clint Eastwood, who served as mayor, and actress
Doris Day. More recently, Carmel welcomed Brad Pitt and even played host to Barack and Michelle
Obama for their 30th anniversary celebration.

Downtown Carmel has an eclectic array of shops, including art galleries, wine tasting rooms, and
renowned restaurants. Meandering through alleyways and courtyards, visitors discover the town's
unique character and vibrant atmosphere.

John's home in Carmel offers breathtaking views of Point Lobos and the Pacific Ocean, a 15 to 20-
minute walk from downtown. Celebrated for its natural splendor, Carmel has been recognized by
Condé Nast Traveler as one of the 50 most beautiful small towns in the world and hailed by Travel
and Leisure as the third most romantic city globally.

Yet, amidst Carmel's allure, John fondly reminisces about the warm embrace of the Campmeeting
community in Mount Gretna. While Carmel may offer stunning vistas and a tranquil escape, nothing
compares to the bonds forged among the residents of Campmeeting.

For those curious about Carmel's charm, a simple internet search unveils a treasure trove of
information, painting a more detailed picture of this captivating town. However, for John, true
beauty lies not in the sights of Carmel but in the enduring friendships and camaraderie found within
the heart of Campmeeting.

Photo submitted by David Tyndall Photo submitted by Leeshaun Musick

Limited Edition 50th Mount Gretna Outdoor Art Show
Commemorative Banner

In celebration of the 50th Mount Gretna Outdoor Art Show and the “Year of the
Arts”, the Art Show organizers are selling commemorative banners. This
decorative double-sided pole banner measures 23.75” x 51" with double pockets.

Otrder your banner at: https://mtgretnaarts.com/shop/50th-annual-mt-gretna-art-

show-banner/

Banners can be picked up in the Borough Office or at the Memorial Day Summer
Kickoft (Path Party) on Saturday, May 25th, from 3:00 P.M. until 6:00 P.M., at the
Hall of Philosophy.

A New Assignment for Pastor Mike!

On July 1, Pastor Mike Remel will assume the pastor’s position at Cedarville United Methodist
Church near Pottstown.
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The Mount Gretna United Methodist Church (MGUMC) and the community-at-large have been
fortunate to have Pastor Mike for the past 15 years before the Conference assigned him to a new
congregation.

Under Pastor Mike’s leadership, MGUMC has experienced significant growth in membership,
outreach programs and facilities—we now have an elevator which provides accessibility throughout
the church building!

Because of his leadership and ministry, MGUMC also has expanded its engagement with the
community-at-large. He developed Wet ‘n Wacky summer games for the entire community and
made MGUMC a must-visit stop for children and parents on Halloween.

He put Mount Gretna on the map for the Hershey Chocolate Tour and offered the church as a
meeting place for AA groups when they lost their homes during COVID.

He’s overseen the community-wide Easter egg dyeing and hunt.

And he has rekindled the annual community Christmas celebration with tree lighting and carol sing
and brought Walter McAnney, Jr.’s organ to the church. For the past two years, the church has
hosted Chautauqua Summer Programs’ organ concerts.

In addition, Pastor Mike has extended friendship and acceptance to all—both those in the church
and those in the community. He has reached out with care, compassion and concern to those in
need. He has given generously and broadly of his time and talents.

MGUMC is planning a celebration of Pastor Mike and his many contributions to the Gretna
community-at-large on Sunday, June 2, at the Timbers. Please mark your calendars and plan to
attend. More information will be forthcoming]
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Fresh New Season at Mt. Gretna Community Library

By Sally Marisic

The Library will open for the 2024 season on Saturday, May 25. The Library has several events that
can be found on the community calendar at mtgretna.org.

The Library will be hosting book reviews on Monday nights, special children's programs on
Wednesday mornings in July and August, and a chance to meet authors with Mt. Gretna
connections. The Library will be open daily with the exception of Memorial Day, Independence
Day, and Art Show weekend. The Library’s last official day is Sunday, September 1. There will be
limited weekend fall hours with the final 2024 date being Sunday, September 29. Please check the
mtgretna.org calendar and the Library Facebook page for further details.

Happening in our Community

Members are reminded that a new comprehensive community calendar has been created by the Mt.
Gretna Arts Council. The calendar can be accessed at https://www.mtgretna.org/home.

Members can choose to “subscribe” to the Community Calendar and events will be copied to their
personal computer, iPhone, Google, Outlook or other electronic calendar. Subscribers can also
choose to have the events updated on their personal calendars as changes and additions are made to
the Community Calendar.

And the final photograph for our April photo album...

Winston is ready to welcome everyone back from winter adventures.
Submitted by Kevin C. Wells

Are You Connected to News & Info in Campmeeting?

Mount Gretna Campmeeting —
On Facebook &3 YouTube Click on Subscribe

https://www.mtgretna.org/home

Send your email address updates to: Please visit and bookmark:
Office@Mt GretnaCampmeeting.org mtgretnacampmeeting.com
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