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Mt. Gretna Campmeeting News 

 
October Property Ownership Committee Update  
Submitted by Committee Chair, Kevin Burd  
New Campmeeting Members 

Please join us in welcoming new Members to the Campmeeting. Please introduce yourselves and share 
what you love about our community with the new owners of the following cottages:  

508 Fifth Street 

511 Fifth Street 

311 Sixth Street 

505 Seventh Street 

403 Boehm Avenue 

207 Dickson Avenue 

Short-Term Rental Permits 

Regarding short-term rental permits, of the 72 short-term rental permits available, as outlined in Rule 20 
and the associated policy, 43 permits are currently granted in the community.  

Short-term rental permit holders are reminded that West Cornwall Township (WCT) has created zoning 
ordinances regarding short-term rental units. It is your responsibility to comply with WCT permit 
requirements.  

Cottage Resale Certificate 

A Resale Certificate is required for all cottage sales/transfers. This ensures that the Bylaws and Rules & 
Regulations are given to the buyer, and that the buyer agrees that they are reviewed. This removes the risk 
from the Campmeeting and its volunteers. New Member Orientation meetings will be encouraged but no 
longer required.  

Please contact us at homerentals@mtgretnacampemeting.org if you have any questions.
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Board of Managers Election and October 18 Annual Meeting 
This fall, three individuals will be elected or reelected to serve a three-year term on MGCA’s Board of 
Managers beginning in January 2026.  

Voting for Board Members will take place via mail-in ballot. A ballot was mailed to all Voting Members in 
early September 2025, and must be returned by 5 p.m. on Friday, October 17, 2025. 

The Mount Gretna Campmeeting Association Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 18, at 10 
a.m. at the Mt. Gretna Community Volunteer Fire Department Social Hall. Participation via Zoom for 
Members who cannot attend in person will be available if the required connectivity can be arranged. 
Results of the Board of Managers Election will be announced at the Annual Meeting and emailed to 
Voting Members following the Annual Meeting.  

Voting Members running for positions on the MGCA Board of Managers are Stephanie Bost, Dermot 
Somers, Kevin Wells, and Patricia Wilmsen. Biographies for each candidate may be viewed by clicking this 
link. 

Thank you for your commitment to our community. 

Following the meeting, a “Community Board Appreciation Luncheon” will be held in Heritage Park 
beginning at 1 p.m. on October 18. Members are invited to join their neighbors and fellow Campmeeting 
residents for lunch as we show support and recognize MGCA’s volunteer Board of Managers. Details on 
the luncheon appear on page 3 of this Newsletter. 

  

https://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/Files/Temporary/2025BOMElectionBios.pdf
https://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/Files/Temporary/2025BOMElectionBios.pdf
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MGCA Board Appreciation Lunch 
Join your neighbors and fellow Campmeeting residents for lunch as we show support and recognize 
MGCA’s volunteer Board of Managers.  This community luncheon on October 18 will give all of us an 
opportunity to personally thank MGCA’s Board Members for all they do for our community. 

 

Member Spotlight: Celebrating Our Neighbors 
The heart of Mt. Gretna beats through its people.  Behind every cottage, concert, and community 
gathering are neighbors whose stories add depth to the character of this special place.  The Member 
Spotlight is our way of shining a light on those individuals – celebrating their journeys, their passions, and 
the unique ways they contribute to the tapestry of Gretna life.  We hope you’ll look forward to these next 
several installments in the Campmeeting newsletter – and take the opportunity to get to know more of our 
neighbors and discover the many threads that make our community so vibrant. 

This month, we are delighted to introduce you to Melissa Kreider, whose love of history, creativity, and 
community reflects the very spirit of Mt. Gretna. 

Rooted in History, Renewed by Nature 
By Kevin C. Wells 
Personal Path to Gretna 

Melissa Kreider’s story is one of deep roots and intentional choices.  She first discovered Mt. Gretna 
during college when her family would stop at the Jigger Shop on their way to a cabin in Adams 
County.  With a grandfather from Lebanon and a great-grandfather who worked as a barber on 
Cumberland Street, Melissa has always felt connected to the area. 

After living in Washington State and Massachusetts, Melissa was drawn back east.  “I love intentional 
communities,” she explains.  “The personality of Gretna, its art, its history — it’s a place where I find 
peace in nature and creativity.” 
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Life in the Campmeeting 

For Melissa, the Campmeeting is the perfect fit.  As a single person, she values the intimacy of the 
cottages and the daily connections with neighbors.  Her century-old home reflects the history she 
cherishes, while community treasures like the Tabernacle, Little Free Library, murals, and gardens bring 
daily joy. 

”People often call it magical. It’s a hideaway — a Shangri-La in Lebanon County.” 

Cherished Memories & Traditions 

Melissa recalls renting a house near the Playhouse during college, as her family weighed the decision of 
whether to buy in Gretna or Adams County.  Though her family chose Adams County then, Gretna’s 
charm never left her heart.  She now treasures: 

 Volunteering as an usher for Gretna Music and Gretna Theatre 

 Enjoying the Art Show and its growing focus on sustainability 

 Attending bluegrass concerts, sing-alongs, and impromptu gatherings 

 Continuing summer traditions like the Memorial Day Porch Sale 

She is especially fascinated by Gretna’s railroad history, imagining the days when tourists rode the narrow-
gauge line to Governor Dick. 

The Spirit of Community 

What stands out to Melissa is the way Gretna weaves together history, creativity, and hospitality.  Whether 
it’s stumbling into a neighbor’s baby shower, joining a sing-along, or greeting visitors at the Porch Sale, 
Gretna feels alive with kindness and artistry. 

Looking Ahead 

Melissa dreams of Gretna remaining historic and forward-thinking — with thriving arts, sustainable 
practices, and strong intergenerational ties.  “I want people who come here to feel renewed by nature, 
inspired by creativity, and energized by the small touches of care,” she says. 

Traditions like the Porch Sale, Happy Hours, the Playhouse, and the Art Show remain dear to her, and she 
hopes they will continue to bring joy for generations to come. 

Melissa’s Mt. Gretna in a Nutshell: 

 A walk through Governor Dick, a stop at Porch & Pantry, and a ride on the Rail Trail. 

 The magic of the Tabernacle and the Playhouse. 

 A community that is historic and hopeful, rooted in creativity and connection. 

Update: October Board of Managers Meeting 
The Annual Meeting will take place on Saturday, October 18. Because of this, the MGCA Board of 
Managers will not hold its regular monthly meeting on the third Tuesday of October. This means there 
will be no Board of Managers Meeting on Tuesday, October 21. 
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Sound of Music Sing-A-Long–

October 11 
Channel your inner Julie Andrews, bring your friends and 
neighbors, and join us at the Tabernacle for an evening you 
won’t forget.  We’ll start the film at 6:30 p.m., giving you 
plenty of time to enjoy the Fire Company’s Pig Roast before 
the sing-a-long! Costumes are encouraged! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a Boo-tiful Noise! 

 

Join the Krewe d’ Kazoo in the annual 
Mt. Gretna Halloween Parade on October 24. 

If you can sing or hum, there’s a place for you with the Krewe. Join our brigade of kazooists and singers. 
No instrument needed. No rehearsal necessary. If you have a kazoo, just bring it along. If you don’t, we’ll 
have extras. Parade line-up at the Jigger Shop at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, October, 24. Be there or be scared! 
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Flame Awareness 
As evenings grow cooler, and thoughts turn to convivial evenings around a fire pit, it is important to be 
mindful of the danger of open flames in the Campmeeting area. 

Obviously, the use of charcoal or gas grills, along with any other open-flame cooking devices, are 
prohibited from use on combustible covered porches. However, fire rings, fire pits (permanent or 
portable), and deck/patio heaters are permitted. It's important to ensure that these devices have a properly 
fitting spark screen cover over the open flame. Additionally, they should not be operated on porches for 
safety reasons.   

Before setting up a fire pit, take a moment to survey your surroundings. Ensure there are no trees or 
foliage nearby that could catch fire from sparks. Remember, fire safety is everyone's responsibility. 

For further details, please consult Rule 2 in Campmeeting's Rules and Regulations available at 
https://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/Files/OfficialPublications/RulesandRegs2024.02.pdf.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in maintaining a safe environment for all. 

Leaf Collection Procedure 
Information can also be found at: Leaf Collection Services. 

It wouldn’t be autumn in Mt. Gretna without the leaves!  Members are reminded that leaves, pine needles, 
and pine cones must be separated from sticks, in accordance with the Leaf Collection Procedure. Any 
piles containing mulch, stones, sticks, etc. will not be collected. 

Please review the Leaf Collection Procedure, Leaf Removal Street Map, and the 2025 Leaf Collection 
Schedule (below). Leaf collection will begin the week of October 20 and will end the week of December 8. 

  

https://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/Files/OfficialPublications/RulesandRegs2024.02.pdf
https://mtgretnacampmeeting.com/maintenance.shtml#mgcaservices
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Just a Reminder–Office Closure 
The MGCA Office will be closed on Thursday and Friday, October 2 and 3. 

When the Office is closed, if assistance is needed, please contact the Office via telephone 
or email; both will be monitored. 

Please Note: If you are ever making a special trip to stop by the Office during our regular 
office hours, please contact the office ahead of time (717-964-3040) to make sure someone 
is available to meet you. 

October Trash & Recycling Pick-Up 
Although October 13 is a federal holiday in the U.S. (Columbus Day and Indigenous Peoples’ Day), it is a 
business day for our trash collector, TNT Sanitation. Regular trash and recycling collection will occur 
on Monday, October 13. 

 

 

And the final photograph for our October photo album… 

 
Submitted by Kevin C. Wells 

Are You Connected to News & Info in Campmeeting? 

On Facebook Mount Gretna Campmeeting – 
Click on Subscribe 

  
https://www.mtgretna.org/home 

Send your email address updates to: 
Office@MtGretnaCampmeeting.org 

Please visit and bookmark: 
mtgretnacampmeeting.com 

https://www.mtgretna.org/home


 

 

 

Mt. Gretna Campmeeting Association 

P.O. Box 428 

Mt. Gretna, PA 17064-0428 
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